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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, May 7, 1976 





Fort Wayne, Indiana 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival 
at the Air National Guard Baer Field. May 2, 1976 


THE PresipENT. Good afternoon. It is nice to be in Fort 
Wayne, back in Indiana again. Why don’t you go ahead 
with your questions? 

Q. What happened in Texas? 

THe Preswent. Well, I was naturally disappointed 
with the results in Texas. We expected to get a fair share 
of the delegates. We didn’t. I think the main problem was 
a great many crossovers from people who ordinarily vote 
in the Democratic primaries and some apathy on the part 
of some Republicans. 

We had real good leadership with Senator John Tower 
as my chairman. We had some wonderful volunteers. I 
think we had a good program. After all, we have taken this 
country out of the worst economic recession in the last 40 
years, cut inflation 75 percent, increased jobs over 2,600,- 
000. But we lost, and I don’t think it will have any serious 
impact on our winning in Kansas City and winning in 
November. 

Q. What do you think of the Indiana primary? 

Tue Present. I have aways thought Indiana was a 
very important primary, regardless of what happened in 
any one of the other 31 or 32 States. 

Q. Mr. President, Ronald Reagan has made our mili- 
tary position something of a campaign issue. If I under- 
stand you correctly, though, you have at your fingertips 
the power to kill every living thing on the earth. Why 
would we need to have any more military might than that? 

Tue Present. Well, I believe that our military forces 
are fully sufficient to carry out their assigned mission, 
which is to deter aggression to protect our national secu- 
rity, and to maintain the peace. The capability is in the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines, and it is 
unfortunate that my opponent takes just some of the fig- 
ures, a part of them, and tends to distort the overall pic- 
ture. 

But when you look at the overall picture and get the re- 
ports from the Joint Chiefs of Staff, from the Secretary 


of Defense, I am convinced that our military forces are 
fully adequate to carry out the mission which, as I de- 
scribed, was to deter aggression, protect our national 
security, and maintain the peace. 

Q. Mr. President, should you be elected to a second 
term and Secretary of State Kissinger decides not to re- 
turn, who would you appoint as his successor? 

Tue Present. I wouldn’t want to speculate on that. 
In the first place, I know of no disposition on his part to 
leave the Cabinet. 

Q. Mr. Reagan seems to be gaining some growing sup- 
port. Do you plan to change any of your stances on the is- 
sues? 

Tue Presivent. I don’t see why I should. When you 
look at the overall record—and that is what I am run- 
ning on, I am not running on campaign promises. I am 
running on the accomplishments of what we have done 
in the last 21 months. As I have indicated, we have taken 
this country out of the worst economic recession in 40 
years. We are at peace. We have employment up to an all- 
time high. We have cut inflation 75 percent. That is a good 
record, and I think it is supported by a majority of the 
American people. 

Q. Do you still think you will have the delegates you 
need when you get to Kansas City? 

Tue Present. I think we will have enough delegates 
in Kansas City to win. We expect to win in Kansas City. 

Thank you all very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:02 p.m. 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session ata Public Forum. May 2, 1976 


Tue Presmwent. Bob Orr, Ambassador Ross Adair, 
Mayor Bob Armstrong, Jerry Heller, reverend clergy, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is great to be back in Indiana where the only thing 
taller than corn is the basketball players. [Laughter] 

I think it was an outstanding display of neighborliness 
when the University of Michigan had the most defeats— 
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30-O—and Indiana became the top college basketball 
team in the Nation. 

This great area of the Middle West is oriented toward 
the business of agriculture in both the production of farm 
products and the manufacture of farm equipment and 
supplies. 

It is important that you know where I stand on farm 
policies that affect so many of you. I want you to know 
what I am for and what I am against. 

I am against policies that would have farmers produc- 
ing grain for government storage bins and a government 
check. I am strongly opposed to subsidized imports from 
foreign lands. I don’t want our American farmers compet- 
ing against the treasuries of foreign governments, and I 
don’t want American grain used as a pawn in interna- 
tional relations. 

America is the greatest agricultural power in the world, 
and agriculture is an all-important element in determin- 
ing the shape of America’s future. I want to make sure 
that agriculture and, the businesses dependent on it, re- 
ceive their full share of America’s increasing prosperity. 

Let me tell you of a specific proposal that affects the 
family farm and affects the small businessmen of this 
country. I have recommended to the Congress that we in- 
crease the estate tax exemption from $60,000 to $150,000. 
I furthermore propose’ that we extend the time of pay- 
ments of whatever the estate taxes may be for a period of 
25 years. 

The aim and objective of this proviso—this change in 
our Internal Revenue Code, is to make sure, to make posi- 
tive that we preserve the family farm concept and that 
we preserve small business. 

I think most of you know, from what I have said, how 
deeply I feel about American agriculture. And let me say 
that the programs and policies that we are implementing 
and that we are executing are in no small measure due to 
our Secretary of Agriculture, Earl Butz. 


I will be forever grateful to the State of Indiana for 
lending me one of your native sons to help run the De- 
partment of Agriculture and all related agricultural pol- 
icies. I believe very strongly that Earl Butz is one of the 
finest Secretaries of Agriculture our country has ever had. 

Under the leadership of this administration and Sec- 
retary Butz, we have made solid gains in agriculture. The 
last 3 years have registered the highest net farm income in 
America’s history. 

American farmers have been relieved of heavy and 
costly burdens of government intervention. They have 
been given new freedom to meet the challenge of the 
open market and have been rewarded for it. 

Not only is farm income improving but business is 
improving—employment is going up and inflation is going 
down. We have succeeded in stalling the vicious, upward 
spiral in the cost of living. 


The Department of Commerce figures for the first 
quarter of 1976—that is, January, February, and 
March—show an annual rate of increase in the Consumer 
Price Index of less than 3 percent. That is a reduction of 
75 percent from the double-digit inflation that we had 
when I was sworn in as President in August of 1974. We 
did this because we had the right policies. And, those 
policies that are strong and constructive and fundamen- 
tally sound will be continued. 

Now the majority in the Congress, obviously, believe 
that more direct Federal intervention in our economic 
recovery is required to keep it going. They believe higher 
Federal spending on a host of social programs will stimu- 
late a more rapid recovery and that the government should 
provide jobs for everybody if private employers don’t do 
so fast enough. 

They believe that an acceptable price for economic 
recovery is a new round of higher and higher and higher 
inflation. They believe that bigger Federal deficits are 
required to keep the recovery underway. 

They are wrong. You know it and I know it. We will 
not achieve the full employment by letting the Federal 
Government plan and control the national economy. We 
will not achieve full employment by relying on the Federal 
Government to create hundreds and hundreds of jobs, 
of dead-end jobs, at the taxpayers’ expense. 

We have not based this recovery—which is one of 
phenomenal success—on government quick-fixes, but on 
the solid foundation of the American private enterprise 
system and, as a result, we are in a far better shape eco- 
nomically than we were a year ago. And we are going to 
get better and better in the months ahead. 

Speaking of these big budget-busting bills, that the 
majority in the Congress wanted to thrust down our 
throat, let me cite some facts: Since I have been Presi- 
dent, I have vetoed 48 bills. That is, I think, a record. 
Thirty-nine of them have been sustained by the Congress, 


-and in the process of those vetoes, we have saved the tax- 


payers $13 billion. 

May I add, if the Congress sends any more of these 
budget busting bills down to the Oval Office, they will be 
vetoed again and again and again. But material progress 
in the United States will be of little comfort to us if mil- 
lions of Americans are forced to live in a climate of fear. 

I favor bringing the criminals who cause that fear to 
swift and certain justice. Making it easy on criminals in- 
vites crime and the certainty of punishment helps to stop 
it. I have no patience with those who picture the violent 
criminal as a helpless victim of society’s neglect. 

Many violent criminals are not victims of society but 
the enemies of society, and they should be dealt with as 
the public enemies that they are. Most crimes in this 
country are committed by a small hardcore of lawbreak- 
ers, many of whom are chronic offenders. Too often these 
violent and habitual criminals are returned to the street 
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without spending a day in jail, even after they are con- 
victed of a serious crime. 

This is not justice to the victims of crime or to society 
as a whole. I intend to see to it, as far as the Federal Gov- 
ernment is concerned, that justice is done in the United 
States of America. 

I strongly advocate mandatory minimum sentences 
for criminals who repeatedly commit Federal crimes that 
harm or endanger others. Last week I sent to the Congress 
legislation to require the imposition of mandatory, mini- 
mum sentences for those convicted of trafficking in heroin 
and other similar narcotic drugs. 

Sentences under this legislation would be at least for 
3 years for the first offense and for at least 6 years for sub- 
sequent offenses or for selling hard drugs to minors. Parole 
would not be permitted. 

I have recommended that the Congress reduce the 
criminal use of handguns by imposing mandatory sen- 
tences for crimes involving the use of a handgun or other 
dangerous weapons. Disarming law-abiding citizens is not 
the way to do it. 

I am also very glad to report that the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration and the Administration on 
Aging last week signed an agreement to target law en- 
forcement resources on the criminal threat to the elderly 
in America. 

I think the success of our law enforcement efforts can 
be seen in the fact that the rate of increase in crime na- 
tionwide has been cut in half during this administration. 
It is still too high, but it went from 17 percent in 1974 
to 9 percent in 1975. 

What we are trying to do will reduce it in the future 
even further, and we are going to work at it. Of course, 
we must pursue the constitutional goal of ensuring do- 
mestic tranquillity with due regard for the constitutional 
rights of those accused. 

But the time has come to put more emphasis on the 
protection and safeguarding of the rights of the innocent 
victims of crime; and that is the watchword of this ad- 
ministration. 

The peace that America enjoys internationally and the 
progress and the prosperity that we are working for at 
home will profit us very little unless we ensure for our- 
selves the most basic blessings of liberty, including the 
ability to walk in our own streets, raise our own families, 
and live our own lives in safety. 

We are at peace abroad for the first time in many, many 
years, and now we must concentrate on restoring domestic 
tranquillity to our cities and to our suburbs. This is a task 
befitting our very, very best efforts during this historic 
year, our Bicentennial. For the wisdom of our Founding 
Fathers was that: Without peace there could be no true 
progress and without respect for the law we can have no 
true freedom. 

Thank you very much. I am ready for the first question. 


QUESTIONS 
PANAMA CANAL 


Q. I am a resident of Fort Wayne. With your permis- 
sion I would like to break this question into three parts 
for clarity, all right? 

THE PrESWENT. Sure. [Laughter] 

Q. According to the information that I understand 
from the news media, you are willing to give concessions 
considerably in the coming negotiations on Panama. 

THE PresiwENT. Do you want me to answer that now? 

Q. Well, we can go through. 

THE PRESIDENT. Why don’t you give me all three and 
I will answer them simultaneously. 

Q. Allright. [Laughter] Go ahead. 

Recently this last week, we had a man, by name, Major 
Wright, who had been stationed in the Canal Zone for 
years. And for the information I got from him, I think, 
we all got from him, was the fact, I think as far as South 
America is concerned, Brazil is the largest nation and the 
President of Brazil favors our continuing holding the 
Canal; also, that we are the buyers of 80 percent of Pan- 
ama’s output. Is this information correct? 

THE Preswenrt. Let me first say that I will tell you 
what my views are on the negotiations concerning the 
Panama Canal. But I was very interested this afternoon 
to see my good friend—I am sure he is a good friend of 
yours—Senator Barry Goldwater on Meet the Press. 

I am reading from the text of what the question was 
and what the answer was by Senator Goldwater. He was 
asked this question: “On the Panama Canal, you raised 
it earlier in the program, who is right on that? Whose 
position do you support, Ford or Reagan?” 

Senator Goldwater: “I have to support Ford’s posi- 
tion on it, and I think Reagan would, too, if he knew 
more about it.” [Laughter] 


But to answer the second question, the nation of Bra- 
zil does not support the position of the United States hold- 
ing, as it is the situation down there in the Panama. As 
a matter of fact, the Government of Brazil is standing with 
the Panamanian Government, and that is also the infer- 
ence here in Senator Goldwater’s statement where he sup- 
ports me and is opposed to Governor Reagan. 


Q. What do you plan to do with the Panama Canal if 
you are elected President? [Laughter] 

THE Present. Let me tell you what we are doing. 
In the first place, in 1964, there were very serious riots 
in Panama; twenty-four people were killed, 20 Pana- 
manians, and 4 Americans. And following that riot, the 
then President of the United States, Lyndon Johnson, 
undertook negotiations with the Government of Panama. 
And those negotiations have continued under President 
Johnson and then under President Nixon and now under 
my administration. 
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What we are trying to do, we are trying to establish a 
long-term treaty of about 50 years that would guarantee 
to the United States, the right to defend, to maintain, and 
to operate that Canal. 

All the experts that I have talked to tell me that the 
economic feasibility of the Canal is no longer than 50 
years. In fact, it is getting less and less valuable as a means 
of transportation today than it was 5 or 10 years ago. So, 
what we are trying to do is to make sure that during the 
economic lifetime of the Canal, we have an absolute con- 
trol over it. 

Now, let me just add one other point. The people who 
say we should break off negotiations have to be very real- 
istic, that if those negotiations are broken off, you will 
find that those riots will come back, we will have not one 
but many, and you will inevitably have bloodshed. 

Number two, you will antagonize 25 nations in South 
America, including Brazil, and that is about 309 million 
people. 

In order to adequately defend the Canal if negotia- 
tions are broken off, you will find the United States, in- 
stead of having 10,000 GI’s down there to defend it, you 
will have to have 20,000 or 30,000, and maybe they can’t 
defend it. 


Now what we are trying to do, as Senator Goldwater 
says, where he agrees with me and he disagrees with Gov- 
ernor Reagon, we are trying to protect the economic and 
the military capability of that Canal as long as it is neces- 
sary in our national security. 


RHODESIA 


Q. Mr. President, if I am correct, Dr. Kissinger, in 
Africa, stated that the Americans favor the position of 
the black nationalists in Rhodesia for getting control of 
the nation, or at least their numerical control of the gov- 
ernment. What would you do if the 15,000 Cuban troops 
stationed in Angola intervened for the black nationalists 
in Rhodesia? 

THE PrEsweENT. First, let me say that the orders are— 
and Dr. Kissinger stated them publicly while he was in 
Africa—that we would not use any military force; we 
would not provide any weapons for any of the nations 
that might try to put pressure on Rhodesia. That is a 
matter of firm, hard statement. 

Now, the question as to if 15,000 Cubans went into 
Rhodesia. In the first place, they have been warned that 
any adventurism by them will be met by appropriate 
action by this country. We have diplomatic, we have eco- 
nomic, and we have military options, and whatever they 
do, we will exercise the necessary option to make sure that 
they are not successful. 

Now, let me add one final point: The policy of this 
country is a policy that led to the establishment of the 


United States. We, as Americans, became America be- 
cause of self-determination. That is how we became the 
United States of America. That is what we have tradi- 
tionally believed in. 

We have also believed in the absolute guarantee of 
minority rights in any country, and furthermore, we, under 
no circumstances, believe that Cuba or the Soviet Union 
or any outside country should have the authority, the 
power, or the capability to interfere with internal affairs 
in Africa, period. 


SOCIAL SECURITY PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, do you plan to continue to lead our 
country to full socialism, primarily through social security, 
with a guaranteed income and with welfare? Where are 
we going to stop continued taxation for these programs 
and let the individual plan for the portion of his own sup- 
port for living, retirement, and health care—come from 
him? 

THE PresweNnT. Sir, if you are asking me if I am going 
to do away with social security, the answer is categorically 
no. And if you want to do away with social security, I 
would vigorously oppose you. 

Q. My point is the continuing escalation of it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, social security now pays benefits 
to roughly 33 million people. And those people over their 
working years have contributed, along with their em- 
ployers, to a fund from which they expect certain benefits. 
And the Government, in my opinion, has an obligation to 
see that their payments do result in the benefits that they 
are getting. 

I think social security can be improved but, under no 
circumstances, for example, would I invest the proceeds 
into the stock market or would I, in any other way, inter- 
fere with the financial integrity of the Social Security 
Trust Fund. 

Those 32 million people are expecting their benefits to 


‘come from our Government for which they made pay- 


ments, and I am going to make darn sure they get them. 


FORCED BUSING 


Q. I would like your views on forced busing. 

Tue Preswent. The question is, what are my views 
on forced busing? 

I have consistently, for a period of 10 or more years 
since the first Supreme Court decision, called the Brown 
case—I have said that court-ordered, forced busing is not 
the way to achieve quality education. There are better 
ways of achieving quality education, and some judges have 
recognized it and others have not. 

Our emphasis should be on quality education and we 
can do it without those kind of court orders that, I think, 
have gone beyond the proper remedy. 
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FEDERAL AID TO CITIES 


Q. Iam from Portage, Michigan. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is good to see a Michigander here. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Thank you. 

If we return you to office, what will you do to clean up 
our all-American cities like Detroit, or Gary, or any cities 
like that? 

Tue PreswentT. Well, there are two very important 
programs. Number one, I would make sure that the Con- 
gress pass what is called revenue sharing, which has been 
in existence now for almost 5 years. 

I recommended a year ago that it should be extended 
for 534 years. This takes Federal funds and gives that 
money to local officials, such as our good mayor here, Bob 
Armstrong, and those people that are associated with him, 
or the mayors in Gary, or in Indianapolis. And that money 
can be utilized by local officials to solve local problems in 
Fort Wayne, Gary, Indianapolis, Terre Haute, Evansville, 
et cetera. 

That is one program. It is a good program and the Con- 
gress better pass it. 

Number two, I would extend what we call the Commu- 
nity Development Act, which is the kind of legislation and 
funding that in many, many cities—I am not familiar 
with the facts here in Fort Wayne, but I know at Indian- 
apolis and in Grand Rapids and in many, many other 
cities we have had a rebuilding of the downtown primarily 
as a consequence of what is called the community develop- 
ment program. 

Number three, I would urge the continuation, as I 
have, of what we call the Law Enforcement Administra- 
tion Act, which is federally authorized programs to give 
Federal money to local units of government and to the 
States to help those cities and States enforce their laws, 
improve the administration of justice, and to make sure, 
as I said in my prepared remarks, that we protect the vic- 
tim and we convict and send to prison the criminal. 

Q. Mr. President, in Detroit there is downtown—I am 
sure you have been downtown—all the windows, every- 
thing is boarded up. I mean, like you can go on Meet the 
Press or something—they had a news thing on the housing 
in Detroit and there are people moving out, people mov- 
ing in, but they are not staying because of the things that 
are happening. 

What can you do if we put you in office to maintain 
living abilities in there? 

Tue Preswent. There are two things we can do. The 
Federal Government can do what I have indicated to you, 
through revenue sharing and the Community Develop- 
ment Act. 

The Secretary of HUD was in Detroit about two weeks 
ago working with the mayor of Detroit, trying to give help 
and assistance to the mayor of that city to get rid of that 
blighted area with the help of the Federal Government. 


But there is one thing I think we all have to remember: 
It is the obligation of the city and its citizens and its local 
officials to also make a substantial contribution to the 
improvement of their city. 

Q. Mr. President, we have time for one more question. 

THE PresipENT. One here and one over there. All 
right. [Laughter] 


AID TO THE DISABLED 


Q. I am from Fort Wayne. I would like to know what 
your views are on education, especially for the handi- 
capped and for all veterans? 

Tue Preswent. The question is, what is my view on 
the aid to the disabled, including veterans. 


I think you will find that in the budget that I submitted 
for the next fiscal year, we increased the funds for aid to 
the disabled. In the case of the Veterans Administration, I 
submitted to the Congress the largest budget in the history 
of the Veterans Administration, including the biggest 
budget ever submitted by a President for hospital care, 
which would include care for the disabled, including re- 
search on how to help the disabled, in one way or another, 
so that they can utilize what physical capabilities they 
have to a higher degree. 

So, as far as money is concerned, it is more than it has 
ever been made available in the past, and I hope and trust 
it will be productive in helping our disabled Americans, 
including disabled veterans. 


DEFENSE SPENDING 


Q. I am from Fort Wayne, Indiana, and I would like 
to know if we are going to start spending money on mili- 
tary facilities in case of an emergency? 

THE PrEsIwENT. The question is, are we going to spend 
money on the military for instances of emergency, is that 
correct? 

Well, I recommended a budget to the Congress in 
January of $114 billion. That is the biggest defense budget 
in the history of the United States. Let me take a minute 
to make a point that, I think, is one that should be made. 

When I became President, in August of 1974, I found 
the following: I found that the Congress, over a period of 
9 years, had cut the military budgets by over $45 billion. 
The net result of those congressionally imposed reductions, 
if we didn’t do something affirmatively about it, then we 
could be in trouble in 2 years or 5 years. 


So, in January of a year ago, I recommended at that 
time the largest military budget in the history of the coun- 
try. And, unfortunately, the Congress last year did what 
they had done in the last 9 years. So, this year I recom- 
mended $114 billion, about 25.5 percent of our total Fed- 
eral expenditures. This year, we have convinced the 
Congress that they should not reduce that budget. And my 
new Secretary of Defense and myself can claim credit in 
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convincing the Congress that we need more money, not 
less money; and they darn well better stop cutting the 
military budget. 

Q. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:08 p.m. at the Allen County War 
Memorial Coliseum. 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford 
Committee and Friends for Ford Reception. 
May 2, 1976 


Forrest, let me thank you and all of you for being here. 
I understand this is a combination of the President Ford 
Committee and the Friends of Ford Committee. 

I appreciate especially the fact that we got a lot of 
good Republicans here, but I have met some very good 
Democrats, and we are grateful to have all of them here, 
too. [Laughter] 

Now, let me just make a comment or two. I know we 
have great leadership for my candidacy in the State of 
Indiana. I know that we have a great many volunteers, 
like all of you, Republicans, Independents, Democrats. I 
know we have a good platform, and I know if we go out 
with those telephone calls and if we go up and down the 
block and tell the story, we can win. 

Let me give you some of the things I think are worthy 
of use when you talk to somebody who has a question 
or two. 


I only ask you to go back to August of 1974, when I 
was sworn in as President, and let me tick off some of 
the problems we had and then let me recount for you 
what I think is the record, the achievements between 
August of 1974 and May of 1976. 


In August of 1974, we were unfortunately having 12 
percent or more inflation. In the first 3 months of this 
year, 1976, we have cut the rate of inflation down to 
under 3 percent. That is a 75 percent reduction in the 
rate of inflation. I think that is real progress. 

Secondly, when I was sworn in, we were on the brink 
of the worst economic recession in the last 40 years. There 
were many in the Congress, particularly on one side of 
the aisle, which were trying to get me to spend more and 
more money to try and do something about the economic 
problems we had. But, we didn’t do that. We decided 
it was better to take a firm, steady course and not bust 
the Federal Treasury. 

In the process, as I noted tonight over there at the 
Coliseum, I vetoed 48 bills. Thirty-nine of them have 
been sustained and we saved the taxpayers $13 billion. 
That is progress. But then we were faced with unemploy- 


ment that was going up and up and employment that 
was going down. 

People were saying, “Well, you had to do this.” I recall 
George Meany saying we were going to have unemploy- 
ment of over 10 percent and Hubert Humphrey was 
saying we were going to go into a depression. We kept our 
cool, we held off the Congress, we came up with good 
programs, and the net result is from last April and May 
when we were at the depths of the recession until right 
now we have gained 2,700,000 new jobs and our employ- 
ment is at the level of 86,700,000, which is the most 
gainfully employed in the history of the United States. 
That is not a bad record. 

Then I think when you take a look at what we have 
tried to do in the way of tax reform, let me refresh your 
memory. When I went to the Congress in January of 1975, 
when I submitted additional tax proposals later, when I 
went to the Congress in January of 1976, I called first 
for a $28 billion tax reduction. The Congress gave us 
about two-thirds of it. 

We now want an additional tax reduction on July 1 
of 1976. I think it is the right thing to do, 75 percent of 
it to go to the individual taxpayer and 25 percent to busi- 
ness. Here is a selling point that I think can make a lot 
of sense. We have recommended that the personal exemp- 
tion be increased from $750 to $1,000 and what does 
that do? That gives the kind of necessary tax relief to 
the middle income taxpayer, the people from $9,000 a 
year up to $25,000 or $30,000. That group of our tax- 
payers have gotten short shrift in the last few years, and 
we want to give them the kind of a tax break they deserve 
because they are the hardest working, the ones that have 
the drive, the initiative and actually they are the biggest 
taxpayers. 

So, we have a good tax program which includes addi- 
tional incentives for business to expand, to modernize. 
So, whether you are looking at holding down the rate 
of growth of Federal spending, whether it is vetoing bills 


that Congress sends down to the Oval Office, whether it 


is good tax relief or a good tax reform bill, we are on 
the right side. We have done it all in 20 to 21 months. 
Now let me talk for just a minute about some of these 
charges that have been made in the heat of the campaign. 

People get a little rash and they get a little excitable on 
the rhetoric that they use, and I understand that. Yet, 
I have to come to the conclusion that sometimes people 
believe it. But I have been saying the right thing on the 
Panama. 

Now let me just tell you the kind of support I got to- 
day that I think ought to convince anybody. If any of you 
happened to listen to Barry Goldwater on Meet the Press 
today, you might have heard Barry Goldwater say the 
following. He was asked the question by one of the inter- 
rogators, and here is what he said: First, the question: 
“On the Panama Canal, who is right on that? Whose posi- 
tion do you support? Ford’s or Reagan’s?” 
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Here is what Senator Barry Goldwater said, and I quote 
precisely: “I have to support Ford’s position on it’’—the 
Panama Canal—‘“and I think Reagan would, too, if he 
knew more about it.” 

Then I might turn over to another page. Later in this 
program, Barry was asked another question, and he had 
several paragraphs, but he ends up with this: “I would 
like to see Governor Reagan stop this talk on it”—again, 
referring to the Panama Canal—‘because some day some- 
one is going to say ‘Well, now Governor, what would you 
do about it?” 

So I think Barry Goldwater is not a bad backup wit- 
ness on my behalf and I think it totally destroys the credi- 
bility of Governor Reagan with all the charges and com- 
ments he has made about the Panama Canal. 


We are trying to do the responsible thing and we are not 
going to give away our national security interests in that 
Canal, I can assure you of that. 

But now let’s take one quick minute to talk about what 
we also inherited in the way of military problems when I 
became President. I was sworn-in in August of 1974 and 
for the previous 8 or 9 years, under different Presidents 
the Congress had repeatedly slashed the defense appro- 
priations bills recommended to the Congress by Mr. Johr- 
son and Mr. Nixon. As a matter of fact, in that 7- or 8- 
year period, the Congress had cut almost $50 billion from 
the military budget request by President Johnson or Presi- 
dent Nixon—the money for the Army, the Navy, the Air 
Force and the Marines—and that was beginning to have 
an ominous problem on our doorstep. 

So when I became President in August, in January of 
that year I recommended the largest military budget in 
the history of the United States so we could turn the corner 
and get the kind of money that was needed to keep our 
strategic and conventional military capabilities unsur- 
passed. 

Unfortunately, the Congress last year made a reduc- 
tion. This year I asked for the largest military budget, 
$114 billion, the largest in the history of the country. This 
year, I said to the Congress, if you cut that budget I will 
veto it because it is too small. 

Do you know what happened? They are now support- 
ing the kind of a budget that I am fighting for and the 
kind of a budget that we need to keep our military capa- 
bility second to none, unsurpassed, whether it is in strategic 
capability or conventional arms. 

Let me give you just a thought or two on the kind of 
funding that I included: $1 billion 500 million over this 
year’s funding for our strategic military forces; $1 billion 
more on research and development for weapons systems 
down the road—2, 3, 5, 10 years from now. 

In the case of conventional forces, we have the largest 
spending program for the Navy in the history of the 
United States. What I am saying is we are strong today 


and what I want to do is to make sure that that strength 
continues in the years ahead—and we are going to do it. 

Now let me just conclude with this final comment: We 
are going to win Indiana, we are going to Kansas City and 
we are going to get that nomination, and we are going to 
win in November 1976. 

But I must say, a lot depends on what happens in In- 
diana on Tuesday and, therefore, every one of us, to the 
extent, to the time that we can, should make a maximum 
effort, by telephone, by door-to-door canvassing, by get- 
ting people to the polls, by convincing individuals that we 
have a record that is best for America and the challenger 
doesn’t have any record and we can do better for America 
with what we have done and what we will do in the 
future. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:13 p.m. in the Three Rivers 
Ballroom at the Marriott Inn. 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Briefing on General Revenue Sharing for 
Local Officials. May 3, 1976 


THE PresweENT. Mayor Bill Hudnut, Governor Bowen, 
Lieutenant, Governor Orr, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is really a great opportunity, which I thoroughly 
enjoy, to have the opportunity of being here in Indianap- 
olis. And I appreciate very greatly, Bill, your invitation to 
join with you on this occasion. 

Bill, as you know, is a former colleague of mine in the 
House of Representatives, and I am honored to meet with 
all of the distinguished representatives of government 
throughout the State of Indiana. 

Our system of government was founded on the con- 
cepts of shared responsibility. Working properly, this sys- 
tem lets you solve your local problems rather than looking 
to Washington for every answer. After decades in which 
more and more power accumulated in Washington, the 
flow fortunately has been reversed. We are on the road to 
restoring the balance between Federal, State and local 
units of government. 

The reason, as I see it, is very, very simple. It is the suc- 
cess that you have made of the general revenue sharing 
program since 1972. As the Republican leader of the 
House of Representatives in 1972, I was a strong and very 
early advocate of the revenue sharing concept. 

If there is one thing that the Federal Government is 
good at, it is collecting taxes. On the other hand, it has 
been very clumsy and very unsuccessful in dealing with 
local problems. Since 1972, nearly $25 billion in revenue 
sharing funds have been returned to the 50 States and 
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39,000 local units of government throughout the United 
States. Seven billion dollars has been returned in 1976 
alone. Twenty-five percent of these funds were spent on 
public safety. Nearly 22 percent was on education and 
other substantial amounts went for public transportation, 
environmental protection, and for health services. 

Perhaps the greatest success of revenue sharing is this: 
Washington involvement is held to the absolute minimum 
in the operation of the program. Only one-eighth of one 
penny of every revenue sharing dollar goes to the bureauc- 
racy in Washington, D.C. Less than 100 employees are 
involved in Washington in this program. That is the kind 
of a program we ought to extend and enlarge and broaden 
in all of our operations between the Federal Government 
and local units of government. 

Because general revenue sharing has been such a major 
success, last April I proposed a 5-year, 9-month extension 
of the law. This proposal would increase funding by al- 
most $1 billion for a total of $39,850 million, with more 
than $808 million of that going to the State of Indiana. 

A year ago I urged the Congress to act quickly on this 
proposal, to insure that money will continue to be avail- 
able for vital services in our own State and in your respec- 
tive local units of government. Unfortunately, the Con- 
gress has been working in slow motion. I think that is 
putting it mildly. 

Finally, last week a House subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on Government Operations took the first action 
on revenue sharing. The full Committee on Government 
Operations will consider the matter this week. 

But, this is only a first step. We—that is you and my- 
self—need to keep the pressure on the Congress until they 
pass a general revenue sharing bill that will do an even 
better job than the one that expires December 31 of this 
year. 

That is where I need your help. We need the help that 
you have given, and I know many of you have been to 
Washington, talked to your Congressmen, talked to your 
Senators, but the real test comes this week in the House 
committee and next week or the following week on the 
floor of the House of Representatives. And then we go to 
the Senate to see what can happen there. 

It is a little hard for me to understand the opposition 
to general revenue sharing. Many, I think, seem to resent 
the fact that the program allows local officials rather 
than Washington bureaucrats to decide how your tax dol- 
lars are going to be spent. 

My opponent for the Republican nomination is con- 
fused about revenue sharing. It was part of his $90 billion 
blooper. He has stated his opposition categorically to reve- 
nue sharing on the grounds it is simply another Federal 
program piled on top of all of the others, a view which 
is totally contrary to the facts. 


You know better, and think for a moment what this 
program of returning tax funds to your State and local 


communities has meant. In Indiana, as of one month ago, 
Federal revenue sharing totalled $528 million-plus, and 
by the end of this calendar year some $629 million will 
have been paid to the State, to the counties, to the cities 
and to the townships of the State of Indiana. 

What will happen—and this is the question we all have 
to ask—what will happen if the critics of revenue sharing 
have their way? In Franklin County it could mean cut- 
backs in the county highway, law enforcement, and many 
mental health programs, among many others. 

If the $16 million which Indianapolis is getting back 
in the current fiscal year were eliminated, the city would 
have to curtail police and fire protection, sanitation, pub- 
lic transportation, health and education, to name just a 
few. 

Revenue sharing is working. Let’s get the program ex- 
tended and go on from there. 

Another program that is helping reduce government 
redtape is the community development block grant pro- 
gram. At my direction, since the law was enacted in 1974, 
Federal regulations for this program have been reduced 
from 2,600 pages to just 25 pages. Application forms have 
been reduced from 1,400 pages to only 50 pages, and 
the whole process between application and approval has 
been reduced from 2 years to less than 2 months. 

So in conclusion, our goals are the same—to restore 
more responsibility to local and State levels of govern- 
ment and to reduce the interference and the redtape of 
the Washington bureaucracy. 

We have made some very substantial progress towards 
those goals in the last 21 months, and we can make a lot 
more in the next 4 years. 

So, now let’s get to your questions. Thank you very 
much. 

QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, one of the criticisms of the Federal 
revenue sharing program has been the local people, ordi- 
nary people on the local level do not have input in how 
the money is spent or the priorities in the spending of the 
the money. My question has two parts: Do you consider 
that a problem and, if so, what can be done to remedy 
it? 

Tue Preswenr. I do not consider it a problem be- 
cause local people have won very direct control over how 
the money is spent, because every 2 or 4 years they can 
change their township or county or city officials if they 
don’t think the job is being done properly. 

In many other cases, I know because I visited a good 
many communities and mayors and other public officials, 
when they make decisions as to how general revenue shar- 
ing should be spent, they have community meetings 
around the city or in the local units of government and 
get the advice, the counsel, the recommendation of where 
these funds should be allocated. 
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So, in two ways, I think, the public can be deeply in- 
volved in the expenditure of general revenue sharing at 
the local level: One, by the election process; and, two, 
by good leadership in local units of government, giving 
the public an opportunity to participate in the process of 
determination. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a member of the City Coun- 
cil here in the City of Indianapolis. What is your projec- 
tion for local manpower programs for the coming year 
and what flexibility on the local level do you anticipate? 

THe PresipeNnt. Well, in the so-called CETA pro- 
gram, Comprehensive Education Training legislation, I 
requested full funding for that program, and I signed 
just a week or so ago a supplemental appropriation which 
would include funds up through the end of the current 
fiscal year. And the Congress and myself will be working 
together to try and fund the program for the fiscal year 
which begins July 1. 

I have asked for the full funding of that program, in- 
cluding the full funding for next year, next calendar year, 
of what we call the summer youth program at a figure 
of about $440 million, something in that magnitude. I 
think the CETA program has been a good one, and I 
think we can look back and say that it did a good job 
during the economic recession that we had in part of last 
year. 

So, I believe that we should fully fund it. I think we 
have to gradually phase out some of the supplemental pro- 
grams as our economic progress improves in the months 
ahead, but not CETA as such. 

Q. I am the director of the local community action 
against poverty program. Knowing your views on such 
programs as reflected by the ever-decrease in recom- 
mended funding levels, the question is—and the same 
question was asked Governor Carter last night, similar to 
the one that was asked—is that at the demise of that pro- 
gram, how do we insure a meaningful citizen participa- 
tion in revenue sharing and, especially, how do we im- 
prove economically deprived, at the decisionmaking level, 
regarding the use of such plan? 

Tue Preswent. As I said earlier in response to a 
prior question, I think it depends to a substantial degree 
on the local leadership in the individual community. 

I was looking over the list of projects that had been 
approved by the mayor and other officials in the city of 
Fort Wayne and although I didn’t go into the detailed 
process of how those individual decisions were made, it 
appeared to me the mayor and his colleagues in local gov- 
ernment had to have an input from the citizens of the 
city of Fort Wayne. I know that is true in my own former 
home of Grand Rapids, Michigan. The city council, the 
mayor there, do get from the local citizens an active process 
where the local citizens make recommendations. 

Now, I have to concede that they don’t always approve 
everything that is made as a final decision, but at least 


the process seems to work, and I think it can work with 
the leadership of the mayor and other local officials. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a small businessman. Like 
many in the private sector we are deeply concerned about 
the ability to raise capital which will allow industry and 
commerce to expand, provide more jobs, more meaning- 
ful jobs. How do you view revenue sharing as having im- 
pacted that area of capital formation or how it might in 
the future? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t believe that revenue sharing 
has had a significant impact on the Federal expenditure 
picture. It is somewhere between $6 and $7 billion a year. 
Our total expenditures for all Government services at the 
Federal level—I recommended $395 billion. The Congress 
has raised that figure to $415 billion. 

So, $6 or $7 billion out of either $395, which is the 
expenditure figure I proposed, or $415, which the Con- 
gress has recommended, revenue sharing is not a significant 
part of our overall Federal expenditures and the benefits 
that come from revenue sharing I think far outweigh the 
burden on the Federal Treasury. 

Now, I do recognize the problem of business trying to 
get the necessary capital to expand their facilities, to 
update their equipment. We have tried to do the follow- 
ing to help in that regard. We have been steadily trying 
to keep pressure on so that the Federal deficit gets less 
and less and if the Congress follows my budget recom- 
mendations this year and for the next 2 years, we will 
have a balanced budget in fiscal year 1979. And that 
means that there will be no additional Federal spending 
or borrowing, I should say, in the capital markets of this 
country, which makes it easier for private industry to go 
to the capital markets. They won’t be crowded out, as 
they have been in the past on some occasions, by the 
Federal Government. 

In addition, tax policy has an impact on capital forma- 
tion. I have recommended a year ago a very substantial 
reduction in Federal taxes—$28 billion in a 12-month 
period, 75 percent of it to go to individuals with an in- 
crease in the personal exemption from $750 to $1,000 
and to give to business more rapid amortization, to give 
business other tax incentives so that they can more easily 
establish their financial credibility and more easily borrow 
to expand their facilities. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a member of the Board of 
Public Safety in Indianapolis. I would like to ask in regard 
to the vital area of law enforcement and fire protection, 
and in important areas of the police and fire pensions, 
what are your thoughts about this area and particularly 
with the use of revenue funding? 

THE PrEsWENT. The money that is given to Indianap- 
olis or Fort Wayne is literally without strain, some very 
broad guidelines, but nothing that really ties the local units 
of government down to any specific program. I assume 
that the judgment of the local officials will be to properly 
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allocate them. And if they need that money to hire more 
policemen or more firemen or buy more equipment, that 
is possible. 

The pension, the matter between local government and 
the beneficiaries, is a contractual arrangement. How that 
is financed is a local determination. It is not something 
that is dictated one way or another by general revenue 
sharing. That money goes to Indianapolis. Indianapolis 
has the right to allocate its resources, including that 
money, as it sees fit, and the financial or contractual re- 
lationship between the city and any pension fund is a mat- 
ter between those parties, not the Federal Government. 


Q. Mr. President, I am an executive in the philan- 
thropic and volunteer association field. Since revenue shar- 
ing has a kind of parallel in respect to the way in which the 
government deals with the whole volunteer area of our 
life, I wonder if you would care to comment about your 
attitudes on the question of whether the government 
should or should not continue to give incentives for private 
giving and other incentives for volunteer associations? 
It seems to me this is a very important part of the whole 
question of our sharing these obligations. 

THE PresmENT. All my life, including my political life, 
which includes 25 years in the Congress and about a year 
as Vice President, and 21 months as President, I have 
strongly supported voluntary organizations that raise 
money and try to solve local problems, whether it is the 
Red Cross, the United Way, family services, a number of 
organizations that are so important to involving local 
people both individually and financially to meet local 
problems. 

Therefore, I strongly support the ‘yrovisions in our Fed- 
eral tax laws that provide an incentive for individuals to 
give to voluntary organizations so that voluntary organi- 
zations can continue to do the fine job that they have at 
the local level. I vigorously oppose those who propose that 
we do away with these tax incentives for individual 
charitable giving, whether it is to church, to the Red 
Cross or to any one of the local organizations. 

Q. Mr. President, I am from Troop 240, local city, and 
this is kind of off the subject, but we are making a Bi- 
centennial trip to Washington, D.C. this summer and 
I wonder if there is any chance of talking to you? 
[Laughter] 

Tue Present. Let me say the chances are very good. 
[Laughter] But if you will give one of my aides your 
name and the time you will be there, and if I am in town, 
we will see that you get to the Rose Garden and I have the 
opportunity of meeting you and all of your associates 
individually. 

Q. Mr. President, I am Mayor Bob Campbell of Leb- 
anon, Indiana, a town of 10,000. My question, Mr. Presi- 
dent, is will the formula under the new law, will it be re- 
vised so much as to affect the smaller cities and towns? 


In other words, what I am asking, will the new formula 
be near the old formula? 

Tue Present. When I submitted the proposed ex- 
tension of the present law for an additional period of 5 
years and 9 months, we wrestled with the problem of 
whether to try and tinker, so to speak, with the formula 
that was agreed upon 4 years ago between the Governors, 
the Mayors, and the county officials. 

It was my judgment—although there are, I think, some 
inequities in the formula—that if that whole issue was 
reopened, it would be a substantial roadblock in trying 
to get the legislation extended. So, with some reservations 
on my part, it was my decision that in order to facilitate 
getting the legislation extended we would not reopen this 
very controversial issue of how to divide the money, the 
formula by which the money is spent, or allocated, I 
should say. 

So, with these reservations we submitted, for all intents 
and purposes, the same formula. That formula, of course, 
is based on need on the one hand, on tax efforts on the 
other, and population as the third factor. 

Inevitably, when you are dealing with 50 States and 
with 39,000 local units of government all over this great 
country, there always will be some inequity. But basically 
I think it has been sound, and if we had opened that can 
of worms, we would be a lot further away today from get- 
ting the legislation than we are at the present time. 

Q. Mr. Ford, I was lucky enough to come today. 
My father is out of town. He is at the Hoosier Associates. 
I just wanted to say Mr. Carter has accused you of being 
weak and backing off from Mr. Reagan’s political pres- 
sure. On the contrary, I would like to commend your 
campaign style. Instead of attacking and degrading other 
candidates, instead of spending a lot of time defending 
your positions against malicious rumors and unreasonable 
criticisms, you and your campaign workers are dealing 
with your qualifications and standing on your own plat- 
form and beliefs instead of concentrating on the flaws 
and faults of other candidates. 

Thank you very much. 

Tue Preswwent. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, I am State Senator Elgin Tipton. 
I am from the other party. [Laughter] I want to make a 
slight statement, but I am one of the public officials in 
Indiana, especially in my area where the tax base has 
been so eroded by both State and Federal Government, 
that no responsible public official there challenges or 
opposes revenue sharing. But, Mr. President, is it not 
true that when the State government and Federal Govern- 
ment has excess funds or surplus funds that they can use 
to revenue share, have they not overtaxed the people, sir? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t necessarily think so as far as 
the Federal Government is concerned. In our case I speak 
only with authority about the Federal Government. I will 
let each of the 50 Governors respond to your question 
vis-a-vis State government. 


Volume 12—Number 19 





eX- 
f 5 


ula 
rs, 


me 


ng 
ns 
ate 


nd 
sat 
lly 


et- 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 803 


But the Federal Government for primarily economic 
reasons will have a peak and valley situation where 
revenues will be less than we anticipated. And for eco- 
nomic reasons, expenditures must be greater than might 
have been anticipated so that a program such as revenue 
sharing, which is a fixed program that we can count on 
as far as the Federal Government is concerned, and you 
at the State and local units of government can count on 
in your situation, shouldn’t be varied predicated on the 
deficit or the surplus of the Federal Government. 

We can solve our Federal Government deficit without 
injuring or taking away general revenue sharing. We are 
in the process right now, if Congress will go along with 
my budget recommendations, of not only slightly expand- 
ing general revenue sharing but we will also achieve a 
balanced budget. So, I think the two programs, one a 
balanced budget, which we are going to get under my 
administration, and general revenue sharing can go down 
the same road at the same time. 

Q. I am from Carmel, which is one of the fastest grow- 
ing communities in the country, and we are now in the 
process of having our third special census in 3 years. 
I was wondering what the chances are of having the allo- 
cation recognize special census figures? 

THE Present. On the basis of equity, I would think 
it ought to. I am somewhat surprised, to be frank, that 
those special census figures are not linked in the annval 
allocations of general revenue sharing. 

May I ask you, if you have a special authorized special 
census and it does indicate that you have expanded sig- 
nificantly in population in the next year, are not those 
new census figures linked in the funds that are made 
available? 

Q. No, they recognize part of it but not the total. 

Tue Preswent. As I said, I think there is equity in 
your position. I will have somebody on my staff, and I 
will personally take a look and see what that situation is. 

It is my judgment that there ought to be recognition 
where you have an authorized special census taken and 
those figures indicate a significant increase in population. 
It seems to me there ought to be some consideration given 
to it in the next year’s allocation of revenue sharing. 

Q. What would you suggest I do to followup on it? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I will followup on it. But I 
would suggest that in the consideration of the legislation 
by the House as well as the Senate, certainly you could 
go to your Senators or your Congressmen and point that 
problem out. If it is true in Carmel—Carmel, Indiana— 
it undoubtedly is true in many other communities through- 
out the country. And it seems to me that in the legislative 
Process some recognition could be given to that particular 
problem. 

Q. Mr. President, I am the director of the Indianapolis 
Skill Center. I would like to know, based upon CETA and 
funds coming through CETA, the fiscal year money has 


already been determined, how much money we should 
receive this year. And looking at that, I feel that the un- 
employment rate is still high, at least in our communities, 
in the poor communities. 

What can be done in terms of getting more funds 
through the prime sponsor if the prime sponsor feels that 
it is needed to reach more unemployed and under- 
employed people? 

Tue Presivent. Who do you mean by the prime spon- 
sor? The city, or the 

Q. I mean both—the city and State. 

THE Present. I think that is a matter that you have 
to deal with at the local level. We do expect to have the 
CETA program fully funded at the Federal level and the 
disbursements made to the local units of government, as 
far as the Federal Government is concerned. 

There are some very limited contingency funds at the 
Federal level which are available for unusual circum- 
stances, so the Federal officials can meet a crisis in one 
area or another, but they are relatively small in compari- 
son to the total. 

But the basic problem I think you raise, within the funds 
that are given by the Federal Government to the local of- 
ficials, your problem is dealing at the local level except for 
the contingency funds which I mentioned at the Federal 
level. 

Q. Mr. President, I am the Indiana superintendent of 
public instruction. As you know, education funds in the 
Federal Government sometimes come in such categories, 
so tightly wound about with both redtape and categoriza- 
tion that local schools cannot fully utilize them. How can 
you help us in the face of a Congress that seems to want 
to exercise more and more control over education to turn 
that back? 

Tue Present. The best way to do it, Mr. Superin- 
tendent, is to get the Congress to approve what I recom- 
mended in January, which is a consolidation of the 26 
categorical grant programs of the Federal Government 
in the field of education into one block grant program so 
that $3,200 million for primary and secondary education 
can be divided between the 50 States and the various 
school districts throughout the country. 

We have a provision in what I recommended to hold 
school districts harmless, and we added $200 million in 
there to get some more enthusiasm by State school super- 
intendents. And, as I understand it, most of you have 
supported what we are trying to do and are trying to get 
local units of government to also back us. 

The problem, as you have validly pointed out, is we 
have 26 categorical education programs, each at the Fed- 
eral level having its own bureaucracy, and they all require 
forms to be filled out, applications to be processed, and 
rigid, inflexible distribution of funds. And in education, as 
you undoubtedly know better than I, the problems of edu- 
cation in Indiana aren’t necessarily the problems of local 
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education in Tennessee or those in California are not iden- 
tical with those of New York. 

So, what we want to do is to give more money to local 
education with local authorities having more flexibility so 
that the end result is that educators are not filling out ap- 
plications, they are teaching children. That is what we 
want. 

Well, we are working hard to get our program through, 
and I appreciate the support of your State school superin- 
tendents’ organization. I hope we can get the support of 
local school administrators because it is just as important 
to them as it is to you at the State level. And certainly the 
principal beneficiary would be the students, the children, 
and that is why I think all of us are working as hard as we 
can to convince the Congress to do something about it. 

Q. Hi. My name is Andrea and my grandfather is city 
councilman in Lebanon, and he brought me with him. 

THE PreEsIvENT. It is nice to see you, Andrea. 

Q. And we have to have an excuse [Laughter] 

Tue Presipent. You want me to write you an excuse? 
[Laughter] 

Q. No, my mother already wrote it. And would you 
please sign it? [Laughter] 

Tue Present. I better read it before I sign it. 
[Laughter] 

Thank you very, very much, Andrea. It is nice to see 
you. Good luck to you. 

Q. Mr. President, I am an Indianapolis lawyer. I have 
a question about currently pending antitrust legislation 
which is of concern to businessmen here in Indiana. As 
you know, Congress is currently considering an antitrust 
package which includes a so-called parens patriae pro- 
vision which would enable a State Attorney General to 
sue for damages on behalf of citizens alleged harmed by 
Federal antitrust violations. I know that you have ex- 
pressed reservations about this parens patriae concept. 

My question is, if a bill is passed which includes this 
provision, will you veto it? 

Tue Present. I am basically opposed to the con- 
cept of parens patriae, particularly as it originally ap- 
peared in the House version and, as a result, we worked 
with the House Committee on the Judiciary and got some 
major modifications in that particular provision. 

For the benefit of those who might not know what was 
the original thrust, it would give to the 50 States’ attorney 
generals the right to sue on the basis of Federal law. I 
think the Federal authorities ought to handle any anti- 
trust action predicated on Federal law. 

Now if the State of Indiana or any other State wants 
to have any antitrust legislation, or price-fixing legisla- 
tion, that is fine; that is their responsibility and the State’s 


attorney general then could carry out the mandate of 
the State legislation. 





But I basically have serious reservations about the con- 
cept of parens patriae, There is a possibility that it will 


be a part of a large package of antitrust legislation. I do 
believe there ought to be some updating of present anti- 
trust legislation and I won’t get into the details. 

So what we have to do is try and either to get parens 
patriae out of the legislation or to get it so significantly 
modified that it is carefully restricted, because there is the 
possibility that some good things in antitrust legislation 
will come to my desk. And, like any other piece of legis- 
lation, as the Governor knows, at least we at the Federal 
level don’t have an item veto—we have to weigh the good 
and the bad and then make a final judgment. I want it 
excluded—if not excluded, significantly modified—and 
we will have to wait and see what actually comes down 
before I make a final decision. 

Q. Hi, I am a medical student, but you don’t have to 
write me an excuse for today. [Laughter] 

As a Hoosier taxpayer it always seems that we are 
near the bottom of the totem pole when it comes to the 
amount of money that we get compared to the amount 
of money we have put into the Federal Government. 
What can we do, as Hoosier taxpayers, to get more of that 
money back? 

Tue Preswent. That is a real tough problem, and 
I think you have to understand the historic background 
of it. Thirty or 40 years ago a number—I don’t say all, 
but a number—of the southern States were not as eco- 
nomically successful as some of the northern States, more 
disadvantaged people there, lower per capita income, et 
cetera. In order to try and make all States relatively even 
for a period of time, the Federal Government was put- 
ting more Federal tax money on a proportionate basis 
into some of those less well-off States. 

Now, however, there has been a vigorous burgeoning 
of economic activity and success in many of those southern 
States, so the situation isn’t quite the same today as it 
was 40 years ago. 

But once you get a program on the books, it is very 
difficult to get any changes in it. We have to recognize 
that some of the circumstances are changed. Today, in 
many of our northern major metropolitan areas, we have 
more disadvantaged than in some of the larger metro- 
politan areas in the South, 

It would seem to me that the commission, which we 
have been discussing in the White House, would be a 
way at least to study the problem and to perhaps within 
a relatively short period of time recommend to the Con- 
gress some readjustment in these overall formulas which 
have to be updated, I think, on the basis of equity for the 
years ahead. 

Q. Mr. President, I am sorry but we have time for only 
one more question. 

THE PRESENT. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a city councilman from Mad- 
ison, Indiana, and we have a government installation 
near our city, the Jefferson Proving Ground, and this in- 
stallation is engaged in testing powder and equipment, 
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Army type equipment, and it is pretty much self- 
supporting. 

I understand that they get paid for most of their work 
that they do and they have very little Army personnel. 
Most of it is civilian personnel, and it is a great asset to the 
community as far as income and so forth. There is a pro- 
posed rumor that this place is to be closed. I would like 
your comment on what you think about closing these types 
of installations? 

Tue Preswent. It is my understanding, if my recol- 
lection is accurate, that at the present time there are 
roughly 4,200 people employed there. It is my under- 
standing that the Department of Defense is not under- 
taking an examination as to the closing but as to a reduc- 
tion from around 4,200 to 3,600. And no final decision 
has been made because under the guidelines that were 
established by the new Secretary of Defense, whenever 
there is a major modification or in some cases a closure of 
a military facility, there first has to be an economic impact 
statement, and number two there has to be a public op- 
portunity to see whether on a military basis that facility 
ought to be reduced or terminated. 


That process will take anywhere from 6 months to a 
year. There will be ample opportunity for people who 
differ with it to come in and present their case on either 
the impact statement or the other statement. 

Now, without saying this is going to happen—and I am 
not saying it is going to happen because I am not going to 
interfere in that process—but let’s be realistic about it. We 
had a military establishment of 3,600,000 men on active 
duty during the Vietnam War. The war is over. Today we 
have 2,100,000 military personnel. We have cut back 
about 1,500,000 in active duty military personnel. So, you 
cannot have the same base operation with 2,100,000 as 
you can when you had 3,500,000 or 3,600,000. You just 
can’t do it, and particularly if you are not using ammuni- 
tion today as you did in 1965 to 1972. 

So, there has to be some contraction someplace, and 
from the point of view of efficient operation, as you con- 
tract the size of your military, you have to take a look at 
your base operations. 

Number two, I think it is well to point out that from 10 
years ago until this year the Congress cut military appro- 
priations by $50 billion. They cut last year from the 
budget that I submitted, which was the highest military 
budget in the history of the United States, Congress cut 
$7 billion. 

What does that mean? That means if we were predicat- 
ing a base operation of a military installation operation on 
$100 billion and they cut it $7 billion-plus, we have to find 
some way to make some adjustment. So Congress, if there 
are cutbacks in military installations, Congress is a sub- 
stantial, if not the major, contributor to those reductions. 
And so I would urge you take a look how your Senators 


and Congressmen voted and find out whether they voted 
to cut the defense appropriation. 

We are trying right now to convince the Congress they 
should not make those kinds of reductions in the budget 
that I submitted in January. We are making some head- 
way, I think they are finally getting the word, but some of 
them ought to answer to you and others in that area be- 
cause if you have a cutback, they—the Congress—could 
be a major contributor to that situation. 

Q. I am a member of the City Council in Columbus, 
Indiana. We are quickly running out of our nonrenewable 
fossil fuels, and we have about 25 years to find an alter- 
nate energy source, and I don’t feel we are facing up to 
this problem. I wonder what is being done and what we 
can do? 

THE PresiwentT. A year ago in January I submitted to 
the Congress a comprehensive energy program which was 
predicated on two concepts. One, we had to stimulate con- 
servation of energy in this country, and I am encouraged 
to read a report that came across my desk a few weeks ago 
that showed that overall we saved between 3 and 4 per- 
cent in the conservation of the use of energy last year. 
That isn’t enough. We have to also stimulate more pro- 
duction of domestic energy sources. I think we have to 
stimulate more exploration and drilling of domestic oil. 
I think we have to do the same in natural gas. You can’t 
do it as long as you have the heavy hand of government 
regulation on the industry. People are not going to make 
any investments. 

So, what I have tried to do is to get the Congress to 
decontrol gas and oil so we can do more domestically. Let 
me tell you why. When I became President, we were im- 
porting roughly 31 percent of our total use of oil in this 
country, petroleum. Today, we are now importing from 
foreign sources 40 percent or more of our total petroleum 
use in this country. 

We have got to do more to stimulate domestic produc- 
tion or we will be at the control, or we will be controlled 
by foreign oil importers, and we don’t want that. 

At the same time, we have to stimulate greater produc- 
tion of domestic coal. We are now producing about 600 
million tons of U.S. coal at the present time. By 1985, we 
have to produce about 1,200 million tons of U.S. coal, 
which happens to be our greatest fossil fuel availability in 
this country. Beyond that, we have to do research and de- 
velopment in nuclear energy to make it safer and to make 
it more reliable because nuclear energy in the long run is a 
very economical way to produce energy in this country. 

Thirdly, I think we have to do some increased research 
and development in what we call exotic methods of 
producing energy. Solar energy, for example—I increased 
in the budget I submitted for this coming fiscal year a 35 
percent increase in funds for research and development in 
solar energy and about a 25 percent increase in geothermal 
energy research and development. 
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These are the things that in time will be very productive. 
But, we can’t say tomorrow we are going to have an an- 
swer with these exotic fuels. But unfortunately we are not 
moving as fast as we should on new sources, and I am 
working with the Congress very hard to get them to act 
rather than to roadblock us. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:12 a.m. in the Egyptian Room 


at the Murat Shrine Temple. Following the briefing, the President 
greeted briefing guests in the Social Room at the Temple. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
MAY 3, 1976 


Held at Indianapolis, Indiana 


THE PreswwENT. Good morning. Won’t you all please sit 
down. I am ready for the first question. 


QUESTIONS 


INDIANA PRIMARY 


Q. Mr. President, Time Magazine has published a poll 
to the effect that Jimmy Carter would defeat you, if the 
election were held today, by a fairly substantial margin. In 
light of that and your rather convincing defeat in Texas to 
Mr. Reagan on Saturday, do you feel that Indiana’s pri- 
mary on Tuesday is absolutely crucial for you to stop any 
momentum that Mr. Reagan might be generating right 
now? 

THE Preswent. We have always considered the 
Indiana primary a very important primary. As you well 
know, I have been in Indiana twice; my wife has been here 
on one occasion. We have a first class organization. We 
have the support of the Governor. We have the support 
of many public officials, as well as many, many volunteers, 
which is an indication of how important we feel the 
Inidana primary is. 

I think any apathy on behalf of my candidacy will have 
been done as a result of the situation in Texas. So we think 
the situation is crucial, and we are making a maximum 
effort here in Indiana. 

Q. Would you care to comment on the Time Magazine 
poll? 

THE PresIDENT. Well, the final poll comes in Novem- 
ber, and there will be ups and downs. And I am sure, just 
as soon as some of these issues are laid before Governor 
Carter, we will find some erosion of his support. Some of 
the positions that he was forced to take in the last few days, 
I think will have some adverse impact on his popularity. 
But the final test comes in November. 

Walt? 


PRESIDENT’S DELEGATE SUPPORT 


Q. Mr. President, you have said you expect to win in 
Kansas City. But after Mr. Reagan swept all 96 delegates 
in Texas, will you have enough delegates to lock up the 
nomination before you get to the convention, or will your 
getting the nomination depend on the uncommitted dele- 
gates in Kansas City? 

THE PRESIDENT. We certainly hope, and I personally 
believe, when we get to Kansas City we will have enough 
delegates to win the nomination. 

Q. On the first ballot? 

THE PRESIDENT. We believe so. 

Q. Is that predicated on before you get to California 
or will it depend on California? 

THE Present. We will make that judgment when 
we get down to the last primary. 


MAY 4 PRIMARY ELECTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, you are on a couple of other State 
primary ballots tomorrow, in addition to Indiana. How 
do you evaluate your chances for victory in the other two, 
in addition to Indiana, and what would be the impact to 
your candidacy if you lost all three in one day? 

THE PresipENT. We certainly would be disappointed, 
but we don’t think we are going to lose all three. We think 
our chances are very, very good here in Indiana, for the 
reasons I have given—we have the full backing of the 
Governor and many public officials; we have a great 
volunteer organization and, I think, any apathy has gone 
as far as my candidacy is concerned. So we. think Indiana 
will do very well by us. And in the other two States, why, 
we certainly are underdogs in both Alabama and Georgia, 
but we are going to make, as we have in the past, a real 
sincere and very maximum effort in the time that is al- 
lowed. After all, I do have to be President, and that takes 
a lot of time, so we can’t campaign as much as my oppo- 


- nent does in the primaries. 


Q. Do you rate your chances in Alabama and in 
Georgia as under those in Indiana? 

Tue Present. As I said, we believe the opportunities 
here in Indiana are very good. In Alabama and Georgia, 
yes, we are underdogs, so there is a difference in the two 
situations. 


FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 


Q. Mr President, with the compromise reconstituting 
the Federal Election Commission out of conference and 
pending in Congress this week, have you had a chance to 
review it, and can you confirm a report that you will sign it 
if it passes as it came out of conference? 

THE Presmwwent. As you know, I strongly recom- 
mended that the Congress only approve the necessary 
defects in the basic law to perfect the constitutional ques- 
tions raised by the Supreme Court. If Congress had done 
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that promptly, the whole matter would have been re- 
solved a good many weeks ago. 

When that bill gets down to the White House, the Oval 
Office, I will give it very careful, very precise analysis. But 
at this moment, I can’t make any categorical statement as 
to whether or not I will sign it. Congress, as of this mo- 
ment, has not yet approved even this so-called compromise 
bill. So when they finish their work, after almost 90 days 
of inaction, then I will make a judgment as quickly as 


possible. 


SOUTH KOREA 


Q. Mr. President, yesterday Governor Carter said that 
the South Korean Government is a dictatorship and has 
repressed—and called for the gradual withdrawal of 
troops there and the withdrawal of atomic weapons. What 
is your view there? 

Tue Preswent. The South Korean Government is a 
very important part of our overall specific strategy. I think 
to make any judgment of that kind by Governor Carter, 
who hasn’t had the benefit of the detailed briefings and 
the detailed recommendations of our top military leaders, 
I think his judgment at this point is not a very solid one. 

We have a good program, a good military relationship 
with the South Korean Government and, as far as I am 
concerned, we are going to keep them strong, because 
they are a part of our overall strategy for the Pacific. 


JIMMY CARTER’S CAMPAIGN CHARGES 


Q. Mr. President, continuing with Mr. Carter, in the 
news conference here yesterday, he accused you of weak 
knees as a President. He said that Reagan had pushed you 
around in the campaign, and you had backed off on issues 
to accommodate his political pressures. How would you 
react to those charges? 

THE Preswent. That is a very inaccurate charge. 
There is an old Michigan saying that people who live in 
glass houses shouldn’t throw stones. Let me make an ob- 
servation how Governor Carter has really been pushed 
around. 

For example, when he raised the question of ethnic 
purity, I think within 24 hours he made a flip-flop. And 
then, up until that situation arose, why, he had been op- 
posed to the so-called Humphrey-Hawkins bill. And 
again, within 24 to 48 hours, he came out and endorsed 
the Humphrey-Hawkins bill. 

So I think his flexibility in this campaign is pretty well 
recognized. The minute any of his Democratic opponents 
hit him on something, he backtracks and takes another 
position. I know of no position I have taken from the 
very beginning to now, where I have changed my basic 
policy or program based on any campaign rhetoric of 
Governor Reagan. 


PRESIDENT’S RECORD 


Q. Mr. President, yesterday Senator Barry Goldwater 
said that on a scale on conservatism there might not be 
2 percent of difference between you and Ronald Reagan. 
In light of that and the conservative nature of Indiana 
Republicans, what is the choice that you offer over Gov- 
ernor Reagan tomorrow? 

Tue Preswenrt. There is a very basic choice. A per- 
son who has had some experience on a very important 
job, such as being President of the United States, is a very 
vital factor. When individuals have to go to the polls and 
make a decision between somebody who knows the job, 
who has done a good job, whose policies both domestically 
and internationally have been successful—and when: you 
look at the record that I offer where we have cut infla- 
tion by 75 percent in the 20 months that I have been 
President; where we now have employed in this country 
86,700,000 people—an all-time record; when you look at 
the fact that I have restored integrity and public confi- 
dence in the White House—this is a record based on ex- 
perience and success, and I don’t think the voters are going 
to trade that for campaign rhetoric, which is what my 
opponent has basically based his campaign on. 


PANAMA CANAL AS A CAMPAIGN ISSUE 


Q. Mr. President, from the questions you receive 
around the country at Republican forums, it is apparent 
that Governor Reagan is controlling the issues in this 
campaign. In your post-mortem on Sunday, when you met 
with campaign leaders, I wonder if you can tell us if you 
have devised any kind of strategy to perhaps take the of- 
fensive instead of always reacting to the charges by the 
former Governor? 

Tue Present. I don’t think there will be any basic 
changes in our program, Aldo, between now and Kansas 
City. We always recognized it was going to be a very hard 
contest and would probably get more heated as the cam- 
paign went on, but we have had some help and assist- 
ance just within the last 24 to 48 hours. 

For example, on Meet the Press Sunday, Senator Barry 
Goldwater came out very forthrightly on my behalf as 
far as my policy on the Panama Canal is concerned. This 
kind of assistance, I think, helps to undercut the validity 
and credibiiity of Governor Reagan’s various charges. 

Again, I would like to quote from the Meet the Press 
program on which Senator Goldwater appeared. And 
when he was asked this question on the Panama Canal— 
the question is as follows: “On the Panama Canal, who 
is right on that? Whose position do you support? Ford’s 
or Reagan’s?”—Senator Goldwater said the following: “I 
have to support Ford’s position on it, and I think Reagan 
would, too, if he knew more about it.” 
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RONALD REAGAN’S DELEGATE SUPPORT 


Q. Mr. President, if you should lose the three on Tues- 
day ,which you don’t expect to do, Governor Reagan 
would have more delegates than you have, I believe. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I am not going to speculate on 
something I don’t think is going to take place. 


PRESIDENT’S CAMPAIGN EXPENSES 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Paul Laxalt, the Citizens for 
Reagan chairman, underscored what he called the in- 
equities of the Federal election law, saying they favored 
you, especially in air travel. He cited some $600,000. 

Governor Reagan this morning, in a news conference, 
raised the question of propriety of campaigning on the 
one hand and holding a revenue sharing meeting at the 
same time, this close to a primary. Will your expense re- 
port show this trip as political or nonpolitical? 

THE Present. The expenses of this trip will be paid 
entirely by the President Ford Committee, and the ex- 
penses that we pay to the Federal Government will be 
a matter of public record. And the arrangements for the 
full payment of this trip coincide precisely with the Fed- 
eral Election Commission’s reports and regulations. 

Now that we are talking about full disclosure and 
who owes how much to the Federal Government, let me 
raise a question concerning Governor Reagan. I refer 
here to 1975 income tax payments. 

I have fully told the public what I paid, which was 42 
percent of the income that I earned in 1975. It is a matter 
of public record. The press knows it; it has been. printed. 
As far as I know, Governor Reagan has not made public 
any of his 1975 income tax payments. He has not dis- 
closed it to the press or to the public, and I suggest re- 
spectfully that he do the same on this disclosure as we are 
doing, as far as paying the Government for this particu- 
lar trip, which is total. 

Q. I think the issue was that other candidates have to 
pay for their expenses and air travel reservations in ad- 
vance, and this being one of the inequities they cite. 

Tue Present. We are paying precisely according to 
the regulations of the Federal Election Commission, and 
we pay in toto, and we are doing as required by the Fed- 
eral Election Commission. We have to go by their rules 
and regulations. 


PRESIDENTS SUPPORT OF REPUBLICAN NOMINEE 


Q. Mr. President, should you somehow lose the nomi- 
nation in Kansas City, would you be able to support the 
nominee? 


THE Present. I have traditionally supported the 


Republican candidate for the Presidency. I supported 
Senator Goldwater in 1964. 
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Q. So that is a yes? 

THE PRESENT. I have traditionally supported and | 
would expect to support the Republican nominee. 

Q. Along the same lines—— 

Tue Presipent. I don’t expect to lose, however, in 
Kansas City. [Laughter] I wish I could get the same 
comment from my opponent, who I expect to lose in 
Kansas City. [Laughter] 


POSSIBILITY OF PRESIDENT ACCEPTING 
VICE-PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION 


Q. Would you consider accepting the number two spot 
on the ticket, should you lose? 

THE Present. Of course not. 

Q. Of course not? 

THE PresweENT. Of course not. 

Q. Why is that, sir? 

THE Present. I think that, first, I anticipate winning 
in Kansas City and I, therefore, don’t anticipate any 
opportunity to serve as Vice President. I have had that 
experience, which was helpful in the job that I am now 
doing as President. And since I expect to win in Kansas 
City, I don’t think that option will be open to me. 


NATIONAL DEBT AND THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, Ronald Reagan says your claims that 
the state of the economy is good are false. He says the 
country is $95 billion more in debt than it was a year ago 
and goes further into debt at the rate of $2 billion a week. 
Can any President really get the Nation out of debt? 

THE PreswenT. I believe that the policies I have of 
restraining the growth of Federal spending, cutting that 
growth in Federal spending by better than 50 percent and, 
at the same time, saving, if the Congress goes along with 
my budget that I have submitted, we can have a balanced 
budget by fiscal year 1979. And the Governor’s accusa- 
tions about the economy are totally without foundation. 

We have taken this economy from a year ago—where 
we were in the midst of the worst economic recession for 
the last 40 years—and by the Ford administration doing 
the right thing, we have now cut the rate of inflation by 
75 percent. For the first 3 months of this year, the rate of 
inflation is under 3 percent. And we have regained 2,600,- 
000 jobs throughout the United States in the last 12 
months. Furthermore, for the month of March, we have 
the most people gainfully employed in this country— 
86,700,000 people. 

I should think Governor Reagan would applaud this 
kind of healthy economy instead of trying to scare people 
as he apparently is trying to do. The economy is sound, 
it is getting better and it is getting better. The way he 
talks, he seems to invite economic difficulties, and I think 
that is the wrong approach. 
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DIVISIONS IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 


Q. Mr. President, in the last 48 hours or so you have 
indicated that you think Ronald Reagan has been rash 
with some of the issues, and you have accused him out- 
wardly of distorting some of the figures. There was a 
time when your campaign people were accusing Reagan 
of taking the campaign to the point where it would be 
divisive for the Republican Party. Are you aware that 
now you are taking the campaign to a point where it 
would hurt the party’s chances in November? 

Tue Presivent. I don’t think so. But when accusa- 
tions are made without foundation or there is a distortion 
of statistics, I think it is my obligation to the American 
people to tell the truth and to explain what the facts 
are in the total context. 

So, it has not been a personal attack. It has just been 
an attempt by me to set the record straight, which is an 
obligation of the President of the United States. 

Q. Is it serious to accuse Mr. Reagan of being rash 
or distorting issues? Do you worry about that hurting the 
Republican Party? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t think the Republican voters, 
once they have heard the facts, will think that what I am 
saying is divisive. 


SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER 


Q. Mr. President, one of the lessons being drawn from 
the Texas results is that the voters there tend to believe 
what your opponent has been saying about Secretary 
Kissinger and his view that second place is satisfactory for 
America militarily. 

What are you doing to determine if that is indeed 
what they feel, and what would Dr. Kissinger’s posi- 
tion be if it is indeed an influencing factor? 

Tue Preswent. Dr. Kissinger has always said to me 
that at any time that I feel that his staying on as Secre- 
tary of State was a political liability, he would be glad to 
step aside. That is a matter of public record. But again, 
if I might refer to my good friend and, I think, outstand- 
ing statesman in the United States Senate, Barry Gold- 
water, let me quote what Barry Goldwater said yesterday 
about the Secretary of State. 

Here is what he said on Meet the Press: “I think the 
Secretary of State can be said to be doing a good job.” 
I respect Barry Goldwater, and it is my judgment that the 
Secretary of State has done a good job, and I am glad 
that Senator Goldwater agrees with me. 

Q. The question is do the voters agree? 

Tue Present. I think they will. I think they do. 

Q. How about tomorrow here in Indiana? 

THE Present. Well, we will wait and see. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Q. Mr. President, you have praised yourself in several 
months, recent months at least, for reducing unemploy- 
ment and also for reducing inflation. But the fact re- 
mains that in a number of large, inner-city urban areas, 
a large percentage of minority and poor people remain 
unemployed and probably will remain unemployed de- 
spite the expansion of the economy. 

My question to you is, given this fact and the fact that 
the current comprehensive employment training programs 
and summer youth employment programs are not ab- 
sorbing a lot of people who would like to have jobs, don’t 
you think it is time for the Federal Government to step 
in and, on a limited basis, perhaps, have maybe an eco- 
nomic Marshall plan? 

THE Presmwenrt. Every year since I have been Presi- 
dent, I have recommended the full funding of what we 
call the summer youth program, which is primarily aimed 
at helping to give summer jobs to the youth in our major 
metropolitan areas. 

This is a program which costs about $450 million a 
year. I recommended it every year, and I proposed it for 
this coming summer. In addition, as our economy im- 
proves, we are going to get more job opportunities for the 
youth in our major metropolitan areas, including minor- 
ity youth. 

In addition, I have recommended the full funding of 
what we call the CETA program, which helps to train 
young people as well as others to get better jobs or to get 
jobs in the first instance. That program, plus the summer 
youth program, plus some of the other programs that we 
utilize to help cities with their own problems, I think will 
be helpful in trying to get the problem that you raise— 
which is a very legitimate one—solved by this Govern- 
ment. 

Q. But the fact remains that there are literally millions 
of people in the inner-city areas who would still not have 
jobs. I would like to know, as a Republican candidate 
for the Presidency, do you have any specific programs in 
mind that would solve this aspect of the problem? 

Tue Preswent. We have the program of getting the 
total economy back where it is prosperous, better than it 
ever has. Five out of six jobs in this country are in the pri- 
vate sector. That is where the best job opportunity is for 
young people, including those in major metropolitan 
areas. 

So, with the summer youth program, with the CETA 
program and the other programs we have, we think we 
can solve that problem, and I believe we will. 


POLLUTION CONTROL AND THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, given the upturn in the economy and 
corporate earnings and profits increasing, does the admin- 
istration expect to take a more forceful approach in seek- 
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ing air and water pollution compliance as to purchase of 
expensive pollution control devices and implementation of 
these programs? 

Tue Presivent. The EPA has the responsibility in that 
area for clean air and clean water. I believe that their pro- 
gram is basically sound. In some instances, they have gone 
too far. And I think up in Indiana, as I recall, in the Gary 
area they were too rigid, and they required that several 
of the plants of one of the major steel industries up there 
close. I think in retrospect that was a bit too arbitrary. 

So, I think the EPA has to have a balance in the way it 
approaches the responsibilities that it has. Sometimes they 
are too tough. On some occasions, I think they may have 
been too lenient. But that is the responsibility of the EPA. 
I personally feel that we have to establish a balance be- 
tween what is attainable in clean air and clean water and, 
at the same time, continue our economic prosperity. 

Q. Would too much forcefulness in applying this create 
some reverse economic problems? 


Tue Preswent. Obviously up in the Gary area, when 
they forced the closing of several steel plants, it did have 
an adverse economic impact on that particular commu- 
nity. Whether that was totally arbitrary or not, I am not 
the best judge of it. But obviously the closing of those sev- 
eral plants had an adverse economic effect on that area. 


DEMOCRATIC CROSSOVER VOTE IN PRIMARY ELECTIONS 


Q. Good morning, sir. Some of your aides tell me you 
are not too pleased about one aspect of the Texas primary, 
possibly several aspects, but particularly the fact that 
Democrats crossed over. You don’t think Democrats 
should be selecting Republican Presidential nominees? 

Tue PreEsipENT. We, of course, believe that Repub- 
licans ought to be the major factor in the selection of a 
Republican candidate for the Presidency. On the other 
hand, any Democrat who is philosophically in tune with 
my philosophy, I welcome as a supporter, whether it is in 
the primary or whether it is in the general election. But the 
basic responsibility of Republicans is to support their 
nominee for the convention in Kansas City. 

Q. I gather then that you are not terribly distraught at 
the idea of large crossover votes as long as you get them? 

THE PresweNnt. That is a very practical way to 
approach it. [Laughter] 


EMPLOYMENT AND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE STUDENTS 


Q. Mr. President, this is not on the election, but I trust 
you enough to give you my vote tomorrow. 

THE PRESIDENT. We thank you very much. 

Q. The reason I want to ask you this question is 
because this is a field that I am interested in because I 
work with international young people who come to our 
country to get an education. Now, we have had problems 
here in Indiana. Many of these young people come on 


their own and they want a job, to work. Many of them 
cannot get permission from the immigration to work, 
which makes it very hard on them even if they do have a 
job available. 

I wonder, sir, if you might be able to give us directions 
in what we can do to help these friends, because, you see, 
this is going to help promote good international relations 
for us when they get back home. So that is why I am inter- 
ested in this. 

THE PresipENT. I am a very strong supporter of the 
student exchange program where young Americans go 
abroad and spend a summer and, in some cases, a year, in 
many, many more countries. And I am a strong supporter 
of foreign students coming to the United States, whether 
it is for 3 months or 12 months. 

But we do run into a practical problem. The practical 
problem is we have unemployment at the national average 
of about 7.5 percent today. And it does raise the question 
whether these foreign students coming here take a job 
away from an American who wants a job to raise his 
family or to get his education. 

I believe that the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service has to be very discreet. In some areas of the coun- 
try where unemployment is not serious, some cities such 
as those in some instances in Texas, I see no reason why 
there can’t be flexibility and young people would have the 
opportunity to work. 

But in some areas of very high unemployment, unem- 
ployment of Americans, I think the Immigration and Nat- 
uralization Service has to take a somewhat different point 
of view because, basically, we have to be concerned about 
jobs for Americans. 

So it has to be on a selective basis and, if so, I think it 
can be handled appropriately. I agree with you entirely 
that these young Europeans or others coming to this coun- 
try for an education, a living experience with American 
families, may go back in most instances and are goodwill 
ambassadors for the United States. 

I strongly believe in the program, but there has to be a 
balancing when it comes to them getting jobs and com- 
peting with Americans who also need a job. 

Q. I see. One other question. Is there any provision in 
the United States Government which offers scholarship 
aid to international students who want to come to our 
country to study? 

Tue Presipent. Oh, yes, the Fulbright program and 
related programs are aimed precisely at trying to get for- 
eign students to come to the United States on a scholar- 
ship basis. That program or those programs have been 
very, very successful. As a matter of fact, a number of the 
heads of government around the world today in one way 
or another have come to the United States and studied and 
gone back to their country and become leaders in their 
own individual country. They did come here in many in- 
stances on the basis of scholarships. 

Q. Thank you very much, and good luck tomorrow. 

Tue PresipenT. Thank you. 
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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT GRANT TO GEORGIA 


Q. Mr. President, Governor Reagan has accused you 
of taking unfair advantage of your incumbency by deal- 
ing out Federal grants, two at fortuitous times, in advance 
of primaries. Yesterday the Associated Press quoted your 
Interior Secretary, Thomas Kleppe, as acknowledging that 
at least part of the reason for awarding a $1 million grant 
to Georgia for a river reclamation project was the up- 
coming primary there tomorrow. What is your reaction to 
this sort of candor? 

Tue PresivenT. I had no information of what the 
Secretary of the Interior was going to do. I did know from 
a previous trip to Atlanta, Georgia, that the people of 
Georgia were very interested in a reclamation or park 
beautification program on the Chattahoochee River. They 
have been working with the Department of Interior for a 
long period of time in trying to preserve the shore lines of 
that river in the metropolitan area of Atlanta. 

The Secretary of Interior made that decision himself. 
I am sure it was meritorious, but if he made it in the last 
24 hours, I think it won’t be harmful. But I don’t know 
how beneficial it will be. 

Q. Do you plan to speak with him about his timing 
either to commend him or. 

Tue Preswent. I think a Cabinet officer can handle 
those kinds of matters himself, and I have no intention of 
contacting him concerning this very meritorious award. 
The money came out of the Land and Water Conserva- 
tion Act. It is a preservation of a very historic area in the 
Atlanta area, and I think it is a good decision. But you will 
have to ask him or get any question answered by him as 
to why he did it in the last 48 hours. 

Thank you all very much. It is nice to be in Indiana. 





NOTE: President Ford’s thirty-second news conference was held at 
11 a.m. on Monday, May 3, 1976, in the Arabian Ballroom at the 
Murat Shrine Temple. 


Birmingham, Alabama 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Birmingham Municipal Airport. May 3, 1976 


Tue Present. Good afternoon. It is great to be in 
Birmingham along with John Buchanan and all of the 
other fine people that are with the Republican Party and 
with the President Ford Committee. It is nice to be here 
and I will be glad to answer any of your questions. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that Ronald Reagan is the 
only Republican that can beat Jimmy Carter in the South. 
If you are the Republican nominee, will you have a 
Southern strategy, so to speak? 

Tue Present. I think it is best for the country if a 
candidate for the Presidency has a program to win all 


over the country. Of course, the Southern region of our 
great Nation is a vitally important area, economically and 
politically and otherwise, but I think a President who is 
going to be President of all the people must get support 
from all regions of the country. And when I am the nom- 
inee of the Republican Party, after the convention in 
Kansas City, I will make a national appeal to voters all 
over the country. 

Q. Mr. President, how well do you think you will do in 
the Alabama primary? 

Tue Present. We are always hopeful. I have some 
outstanding people who are working very hard on my be- 
half. I have some very strong endorsements from some of 
the top political people in the State of Alabama. I think 
I have good programs to get the economy moving again, 
as it is, with increasing prosperity. I think I have a pro- 
gram that means no American boys are fighting in com- 
bat. We are getting all our military personnel by an all- 
volunteer military force. So when you look at our leader- 
ship, our endorsements, our programs and policies, I think 
we will do quite well in the State of Alabama. 

Q. Do you think you will get a large crossover vote like 
you did in Texas? 

THE Present. I have no way of knowing. Certainly, 
in Texas, there was a very substantial crossover, and we 
hope that we can get a good vote from all citizens in the 
State of Alabama. 

Q. Governor Reagan says that he is the only Republi- 
can who can carry in the South in a race against Jimmy 
Carter. What is your response to that? 

Tue Present. I don’t think that is an accurate 
statement. I have been in the South a good many times 
campaigning for various candidates. I have a good many 
friends in the South. My policies are aimed at improving 
the economy all over the United States, including the 
South. I think I have an excellent chance of winning 
against any Democratic candidate. 


Q. In Indiana you said Mr. Reagan might be, in your 
words, rash in using the power of the Presidency. What do 
you mean by that? 

Tue Present. Certainly, when he talks about using 
military strength first in the settling of the Panama Canal, 
instead of my program which means negotiation first and 
then utilization of whatever we have to do if negotiations 
fail, I think that is a rash statement. I think it is a very 
unacceptable one at this point. 

Q. Mr. President, your loss in Texas coupled with a 
poll showing you are doing poorly in Alabama and 
Georgia—do you plan to reorganize your committee to 
reelect? 

Tue Preswenrt. Not at all. We have had a strategy 
right from the beginning that meant we were going to win 
in Kansas City, and I think without any question of a 
doubt, we will go to Kansas City with enough delegates to 
win. 
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Q. Mr. President, will any change in our current re- 
lationship in the Panama Canal be made through a for- 
mal treaty submitted to the Senate, or wiil you do it 
through an Executive agreement? 

THE Present. Certainly, we would do it in the con- 
stitutional way, which means that any treaty would, of 
course, be submitted to the Senate for ratification. And 
also, under the unique circumstances that involve Pan- 
ama, it would be expected that we would also submit it 
to the Congress as a whole. 

Q. Mr. President, can you talk about a possible South- 
ern running mate? Would any of those possibly be from 
Alabama? 

THE PRESIDENT. We have a wealth of material here in 
the Republican Party, Alabama included. I think it is 
premature to start identifying individuals; certainly, peo- 
ple from Alabama would not be ruled out automatically. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:01 p.m. 


Birmingham, Alabama 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Public Forum Sponsored by the 
Birmingham Area Chamber of Commerce. 


May 3, 1976 


THE Present. Dave, Congressman John Buchanan, 
Bill Dickinson, Jack Edwards, Mayor Vann, distinguished 
public officials, members of the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce and guests: 

I am delighted to be here in Birmingham, the All- 
American City, a thriving, growing, energetic, magic city, 
and I congratulate you and compliment you. 

The source of that magic, of course, is a lot of hard 
work and determination by the people of Birmingham. 
For sure, the harder you work, the luckier you get. It is an 
old phrase I have used a good many times, and I think it 
is apropos here in Birmingham. 

Twenty-one months ago, America was entering its 
worst recession in 41 years. I decided, as your President, 
America would work its way out of that recession rather 
than trying to spend its way out of that recession. 


Some of America’s leading economists, politicians, and 
labor leaders thought it best to impose wage and price 
controls to deal with America’s economic problems. 
Others insisted that we spend massive amounts of Federal 
dollars to stimulate the economy, despite the danger of 
kicking off a new round of inflation. 

I knew that the way to real recovery in America and 
enduring prosperity was not through government quick 
fixes imposed on us by a bad Congress. I knew that the 


better course was to get the great American free enter- 
prise system working at full speed again. 

I imposed—and Congress accepted—a major tax cut 
for individuals, tax incentives for business expansion and 
job production, and began a comprehensive effort to re- 
store the confidence of the American people in themselves, 
in their government, and in their future. 

This effort was absolutely essential if we were to restore 
the economic confidence of the consumer, a very key ele- 
ment in our recovery policy. 

These policies have been very successful. America, as 
we all know, is in the midst of a strong and stable recovery. 
The gross national product rose during the first quarter of 
this year at an annual rate of 7.5 percent. The spendable 
income of American families has increased by $100 bil- 
lion over a year ago. Farm income is at an all-time high 
and so is farm production. Productivity among the Ameri- 
can workers is strongly on the increase. Since the bottom of 
the recession, just about a year ago, we have gained 
2,600,000 more jobs in America. More Americans, 
86,700,000, are gainfully employed. This is more than any 
other time in the history of our country and, considering 
where we started from just 12 months ago, that is a pretty 
good comeback by any standard. 

After months and months of higher unemployment and 
mounting fear, America is getting back to work and faith 
in the future of America has been restored. We are going 
in the right direction, and I will not be satisfied until every 
American who wants a job can find a job. 

But I am counting on you, who are the real job makers, 
to put America back to work. The sponsors of the so-called 
Humphrey-Hawkins bill—and all but one of the opposi- 
tion party candidates endorse it—would have you believe 
that just by passing legislation with the title of “Full Em- 
ployment” we could solve our economic problem. That is 
nonsense. We will not achieve full employment by letting 
the Federal Government plan and control the national 
economy or by relying on the Federal Government to 
create hundreds of thousands of dead-end jobs at the tax- 
payer’s expense. 

My plan is to cut individual income taxes by $10 bil- 
lion on July 1 of 1976, to increase the personal exemption 
from $750 to $1,000, to enact an accelerated depreciation 
allowance, another investment tax credit, and another 
corporate tax reduction. 

This is sound economics and the way to keep our recov- 
ery moving at the pace and with the progress that we are 
making. I want the American people to keep more of the 
money they work so hard to earn, to have them spend that 
money the way they want to spend it instead of having 
to pay more and more for government programs that are 
not needed. 

The majority in the Congress obviously believe that 
more direct Federal intervention in our economic recovery 
is required to keep it going. They believe higher Federal 
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spending on a host of social programs will stimulate a more 
rapid recovery. They believe an unacceptable price for 
economic recovery is a new round of higher inflation. They 
believe that bigger Federal deficits are required to keep 
the recovery underway. They are very, very wrong. 

If the Congress would act sensibly—and that is asking 
a lot—[laughter]—enact my tax cut proposal, we could 
create such a demand for goods and services that many 
more American jobs—permanent, fulfilling jobs—would 
be the inevitable result. 

This country will need more than 15 million new jobs 
within the next 10 years to maintain a strong and stable 
economy, putting more than 15 million people on the 
Federal payroll—or even a significant part or fraction 
of that number won’t work. It is the wrong way. If it 
didn’t bankrupt the economy it would surely be the begin- 
ning of the end of the private enterprise system in America, 
and we won’t let that happen. 

As some of you may know, I vetoed 48 bills in the last 
20 months and, in the process, because 39 of them were 
sustained, we have saved the taxpayers $13 billion. 

If the Humphrey-Hawkins bill gets to my desk, it is 
a big candidate for another veto. And if, by chance, the 
Congress keeps sending me more and more irresponsible 
spending bills, I will use my veto again and again and 
again. 

I have done battle with inflation far too long to let 
it get out of control again as a result of any irresponsible 
activity by the Congress. 

When I took office as President, in August of 1974, 
the rate of inflation was soaring at 12.2 percent. During 
the first 3 months of 1976, this year, the annual rate of 
inflation was less than 3 percent. That is a 75 percent 
reduction and, while the inflation news may not be that 
good every quarter, we have come a long way and we are 
going to keep the pressure on to do even better. 

This low rate of inflation is one of the most encouraging 
of all the recovery statistics that I have cited because it 
means the boom we are experiencing this year will not 
go bust next year. 

But the most important recovery statistic is the index 
of consumers’ confidence, which is double what it was 
12 months ago. In economic terms, that means the Amer- 
ican people are spending more money, moving more 
goods, and even willing to borrow again for major pur- 
poses for the future. In broader terms, it means the Amer- 
ican people are looking to the future with faith instead of 
fear. It means that after years of war and turmoil and 
adversity, of hopes unfulfilled and promises broken, 
America is ready to face the world and face the future 
again with optimism, reality, and with courage. 

The course we take in the next 4 years will shape 
America’s future for many, many more years to come. 
I want to pursue the steady course that leads to peace 
through strength, from recession to recovery, from cyni- 
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cism to confidence, from fear to faith. That is why I am 
delighted to be here to respond to your questions and seek 
your help and assistance for the next 4 years. 
Thank you very kindly. I will be glad to answer your 
questions. 
QUESTIONS 


U.S. DEFENSE CAPABILITY 


Q. Mr. President, I am a ninth grade social studies 
teacher here at Trussville Junior High School. My stu- 
dents asked me to ask you this question: Are we number 
one in defense or is U.S.S.R., as some candidates are say- 
ing? 

THE Present. I can say categorically, most em- 
phatically, that the Soviet Union is not ahead of the 
United States. I might add, I know of no active duty 
military leader in this country who will say that the Soviet 
Union is ahead; all say that we have every military capa- 
bility—Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines—that are 
fully qualified, fully capable to carry out their assigned 
missions to deter aggression, to keep the peace, and to 
protect our national security. 


FEDERAL ASSISTANCE FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
SERVICES 


Q. Mr. President, as a surgeon here at the medical 
center, I would like to ask you about a program in HEW. 
I am with the medical school here, and I am very con- 
cerned with emergency medical service. On the stage with 
you is the Mayor of Birmingham and Commissioner Gloor, 
of our County Commission, who have devoted a great deal 
of time and money to improving emergency medical 
services. 

We are concerned with the placement of emergency 
medical services in the health revenue sharing block grants 
to States and fear that we will bury it there, that we will 
not be able to get it going in the more rural areas of our 
State, in particular. Is there any possibility you may be 
able to pull this out of the block grant like you did drug 
abuse? 

THE Presiwent. Let me say at the outset, I am very, 
very familiar with the emergency medical program be- 
cause a very dear friend of mine at home, you may know, 
Dr. Mark Vasu, was one of the originators of this whole 
program throughout the United States. And in Grand 
Rapids we have had a program like this for almost 10 
years, as I best can recollect. 

So I am a very dedicated person to the need and ne- 
cessity and the constructive benefits of the emergency 
medical service program. But here is the problem we face: 
We have 16 categorical grant programs in the health serv- 
ice area and each of those categorical grant programs have 
their own Federal bureaucracy, and the inflexbility of 
handling the money, which is about $16 billion a year, as 
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I recall—no, $11 billion a year, 16 programs—is that 
they don’t let the local officials who want in Birmingham 
a better and better emergency medical service program 
go beyond whatever the Federal Government makes 
available. 

Some other communities may not want or may not 
feel they need as much in one program as in another. So 
what we have tried to do is to take those 16 health service 
programs that are now arbitrarily, inflexibly rooted 
into law and to add to the money so there would be more 
money and every State would be held harmless, but give 
to Alabama the same amount or more money than they 
got before with less arbitrary, inflexible rules and regula- 
tions and to let Birmingham and the State of Alabama 
decide whether they want to accentuate the emergency 
medical service program and maybe give a little less to 
something else. 

In other words, I strongly believe, Doctor, that you 
in Alabama would be infinitely better off, you would have 
far less Federal bureaucracy if we had a block grant pro- 
gram, and then the good citizens of Birmingham or Ala- 
bama could make the choices as to which ones they 
wanted to accentuate or to expand and which ones they 
might like to reduce. 

So, believing strongly in local control and local deci- 
sionmaking, and trying to get away from this overhead 
and bureaucracy in Washington, I believe the health 
grant program or block grant program is the better 
approach. 

Q. We are concerned in particular here with our prison 
under a court order and such, and Medicaid is eating 
up most of the funds in the State where if the money 
comes to the State of Alabama, it will all go to Medicaid 
and none to EMS [Emergency Medical Services]. That is 
our major concern. 

Tue Preswent. There is no need for that if the 
aroused people in the State of Alabama—and after all, 
I have a lot of faith in the people here, as I do in the other 
49 States—I think they will make the right decisions and 
emergency medical service is one of the most important 
programs I know in that group of 16. 


U.S. AID TO ISRAEL 


Q. Mr. President, I am affiliated with a local magazine 
called “Region,” and I am also representing the Jewish 
Monitor today and they would like for me to ask you 
these two questions. 

The first one, Mr. President, is I would like to ask you 
you about your stand concerning our continued support 
to the Nation of Israel. Are you for continuing to extend 
the amount that we pledged to send to Israel or are you 
for cutting it? 

Tue Preswent. Let me answer it this way. For the 
current fiscal year, which ends July 1 or June 30, I rec- 
ommended $2,200 million, $1,500 million in military as- 


sistance and the $700 million in economic assistance for 
Israel. For the next fiscal year, which begins October 1, 
I recommended $1 billion in military assistance for Israel 
and $600 million for economic assistance. So, for a 25. 
month period, because we have a transitional quarter in 
there, because we are going from one fiscal year to an- 
other, I recommended $4,300 million for military and 
economic assistance to Israel. That is the most any Presi- 
dent has ever recommended for the State of Israel. 

Now, the big controversy, the big controversy comes 
because some people allege that there was a pledge to 
give an additional $500 million for 3 months. I never 
gave that pledge to anybody, and I am the only one in 
a position who can give that in this government at the 
present time. 

I happen to think because every adviser that I have, 
whether they are military assistance advisers or economic 
advisers, they tell me that the amount that I have recom- 
mended, which does not include the $500 million for the 
transitional quarter, was fully adequate for the economic 
and military security and survival of Israel. 

So, on the basis of the advice given me by experts, I 
think $4,300 million in a 25-month period is pretty good 
support for the State of Israel. 


SALE OF AIRCRAFT TO EGYPT 


Q. Thank you. I have one other question. Also, I 
would like to ask you what is your stand on sending arms 
to Egypt to be used against Israel? 

Tue Preswent. I think the way you put it is not the 
accurate way to describe the situation. 

Q. This is the question that was given to me. 

Tue Preswwent. As all of you know, the State of Egypt 
under President Sadat has taken some very strong and, I 
think, dramatic action in breaking off their economic but 
more importantly their military dependence on the Soviet 
Union. This is a great step forward for peace and sta- 
bility in the Middle East. 

Now, for many, many years, starting under Mr. Nasser 
and for a few years under President Sadat, the Soviet 
Union was supplying massive arms to the State of Egypt. 
President Sadat has decided he doesn’t want to be de- 
pendent on the Soviet Union anymore. He wants to be 
free to deal with the United States or anybody else, and 
it is my judgment that this is a breakthrough for peace and 
stability in the Middle East. And the real issue at this 
time is whether or not the United States Government 
should sell six C-130 aircraft, which are transports, at a 
cost of $49 million. 

Now, I really don’t think six C—130 aircraft are going 
to have any adverse military impact on the State of Israel. 
Therefore, I think we should sell those aircraft to Egypt 
to show our good faith and to be as a part of an en- 
couragement for Egypt to have its independence from 
any outsiders, including the Soviet Union. 
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CHROME IMPORTS; U.S. POLICY TOWARD AFRICA 


Q. Mr. President, I am an assistant sales manager of 
a local foundry, and we deal in chrome and other metals. 
I would like you to clarify, if you can, our stand in Rho- 
desia with regard to majority rule because I understand if 
majority rules it will become a dictatorship or obviously a 
communistic situation, and we deal in chrome. 

Tue Preswwent. It is a very good question. It is a good 
question, but first let me say, I was looking at some sta- 
tistics just the other day and the actual amount of chrome 
that America buys from Rhodesia is about 5 percent of 
the total we buy worldwide. So, there are plenty of sources 
of chrome all around the world, and it is not just Soviet 
chrome. 

As a matter of fact, Soviet chrome is only about 12 per- 
cent of what is purchased by this country. The rest comes 
from a number of other countries. So, chrome is available 
on a worldwide basis and we buy most of it from other 
sources. 

Secondly, the policy that we are trying to enunciate 
in Africa is the following: Number one, we believe in 
self-determination. Isn’t that an old American tradition? 
Isn’t that how America became America? I don’t think 
we want to abandon self-determination. It is part of our 
life, it is part of our history. Number two—and this is 
the real crux of the argument—under no circumstances 
would we be a part of any development there that did not 
guarantee minority rights, including white minority 
rights. 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION ACT 


Q. Mr. President, you spoke earlier and proudly about 
your veto record, and justifiably so. I wanted to ask in 
regard to the latest version of the election campaign act, 
since it has a very strong and very definite anti-business 
bias, particularly in regard to congressional action com- 
mittees, and since this bill appears to be more than slightly 
revised, and in lieu of your past veto record, would you 
consider vetoing it if the legislation passes? 

THE PreEsIDENT. Since the Congress has not yet com- 
pleted action—the House of Representatives voted on it 
this afternoon; I think the Senate will vote on it later to- 
day or maybe tomorrow—I have not yet seen the final 
version. And I have learned a lot in dealing with this 
Congress, and I want to read the fine print. [Laughter] 

It is not what I recommended. It has been improved 
in the last 72 hours, but whether it is sufficiently improved 
to permit me in good conscience to sign it, I must take 
the time tomorrow when I get to the office to look at it 
with great care before making a final decision. 


NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, I am with the Insurance Investment 
Consultants. I am president of the Birmingham Chapter 
of Carter Life Underwriters. The subject is national 
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health insurance. I would like for you to give us your stand 
on the role of the private insurance sector in the delivery 
system of national health insurance as it might get to your 
desk for approval? 

THE PreEsweENT. First, I am categorically opposed to 
the approach, the so-called Kennedy bill, which would 
totally federalize the health insurance program. I did not 
recommend in my State of the Union Message this year 
any health insurance program because of the critical fiscal 
situation that we have in the Federal Government. I did 
seek to, or tried to convince the Congress that we ought 
to try to restrain some of the costs in the medical, in the 
Medicaid programs, for example. 

I have made no firm commitment as to any national 
health insurance except that I am very strongly opposed 
to the Kennedy approach. 

Now, when I first became President there was an ad- 
ministration bill before the Congress that would have 
proposed a form of national health insurance, but that 
program would have used the private health insurance 
companies in the giving of the services to the beneficiary. 
But, I have not in 1976 endorsed even that because I just 
didn’t think under the current circumstances that we could 
afford it. 

We will constantly study the problem to see if we can 
get some cost control, to see how the private insurance 
companies meet the demand and, as I understand it, about 
86 percent of our total population is now covered by one 
form or another of health insurance. But I can say one 
thing for sure—the Kennedy bill, never. 


U.S.-AFRICA TRADE 


Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask, since there has 
been so much controversy concerning Africa and Com- 
munist control, what country has the strongest trading 
potential as far as American exports are concerned? 

THE PresmeNT. What African country has the 
strongest export potential as far as the United States is 
concerned? 

Q. As far as American exports are concerned. 

THE Present. Of course we have had, probably 
among the so-called black African countries, our strongest 
trading has been with Liberia. But historically I think that 
may be true, but there is a great, great potential for us in 
all of the countries in southern Africa. That, frankly, is 
one reason why we wanted or why I as President wanted 
to make sure that the Soviet Union and Cuba did not 
dominate Angola, because that is potentially a very rich 
country with all its oil and other natural resources. 

Frankly, that is one of the reasons why I was terribly 
disappointed that the Congress would not go along with 
a minimal expenditure of how we could have helped the 
two parties that were contesting with the MPLA. 

But, if we can keep the Soviet Union primarily, or 
Cuba, to a major extent, from dominating countries like 
Angola, we have a vast export potential in Angola and 
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in other southern African countries. I would not want to 
rate them or rank them one over another. But those coun- 
tries have literally millions and millions of dollars of 
natural resources which they can sell to us. In return, we 
have an opportunity to develop export trade with them, 
providing we do not let the Soviet Union or any of its 
satellites come in and dominate like they have in the case 
of Angola. , 
Can we take two more? 


GUARANTEED ANNUAL INCOME; FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, I am a sales representative with 
Strickland Paper Company. I would like to know, since 
Congress seems to be intent on making our country a 
welfare state similar to Great Britain, what is your stand 
on a guaranteed annual income? 

THE PResweENT. I have never believed that a guar- 
anteed annual income was the answer to any of our prob- 
lems. But that doesn’t mean under any circumstances that 
I am in agreement with our present welfare program. 
When you add up all of the welfare programs we have, 
including food stamps, I think it is a mess and something 
has to be done about it. 

May I give you an example of how we are trying to 
do something about it? Last year I proposed to the Con- 
gress some legislative proposals to fully cut down the kind 
of abuse that we have been getting in the food stamp 
program. This is almost unbelievable. Back in 1971 the 
food stamp program started as a way to get rid of some of 
our agricultural surpluses, and it cost us about $100 
million, as I recall. 

Today, the food stamp program costs the United States 
Government $7 billion a year and about 17 million people 
are currently getting food stamps of one kind or another, 
or one amount or another. A year ago, I recommended 
legislation that would have actually given more food 
stamps to those who are needy and cutoff entirely those 
people who don’t need or don’t honestly qualify for food 
stamps. 

Congress didn’t do anything, so finally in January or 
February of this year I had the Department of HEW 
issue in the Federal Register the necessary administrative 
action to save $1,600 million in food stamps. 

That waiting period, after you file an announcement in 
the Federal Register, expires this week and those regula- 
tions are going into effect unless somebody comes in and 
gets a court order prohibiting it. But we are going to put 
them into effect. It will be the first honest attempt to get 
some control over the food stamp program. 


CITIZENSHIP FOR JONTY SKINNER 


Q. Mr. President, I am a sophomore at Shades Valley 
High School here in Birmingham. I am asking about a 
swimmer from the University of Alabama who is trying 
to gain citizenship to swim in the summer Olympics this 
year, Jonty Skinner. Would there be any chance, like the 


winter olympic skier this year, for him to get his citizen- 
ship? We have had petitions going around during basket- 
ball games and so on. Would there be any way, or could 
you maybe help us help him get his citizenship? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not familiar with the details of 
that particular case. Let me say this, that the usual 
process, if there is no existing procedure under present law 
for one or more of the United States Senators from Ala- 
bama or one or more of the seven Members of the House 
of Representatives of the State of Alabama to introduce a 
bill to get it passed by the House and Senate and send it 
down to the White House. 

That can be done rather quickly if you have the right 
sponsorship and the right case to present. I would strongly 
suggest that if you haven’t already, you get hold of either 
one of the two Senators or both and the Congressman that 
represents the district, try to get the bill through the Con- 
gress, and we will look into the facts. Somebody from my 
staff will talk to you or if you will get the facts to them, we 
will see whether there is any provision in existing law that 
would permit me to grant the necessary authority. 

In the case that you speak of, it was actually a case that 
required legislative action first and as a result, I could do 
nothing until Congress passed a law granting an exception 
to the existing law for that particular individual that you 
mentioned. 

But, we will take a look at it. I hope if you haven’t done 
so, you will get in touch with your Members of Congress 
in both the House and the Senate. 

Thank you all very, very much. It has been a privilege 
and a pleasure to be here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the Concert Theatre 


at the Civic Center. Following the forum, the President greeted 
guests in North Meeting Room A at the Civic Center. 


Birmingham, Alabama 
The President’s Remarks at Wilson Park. May 3, 1976 


Congressman John Buchanan, Congressman Bill 
Dickinson, Congressman Jack Edwards, I am deeply 
indebted to all three of you for those wonderful words 
of confidence, those words of endorsement, and may I 
say that it was a great privilege and honor for me to serve 
with you in the Congress of the United States. I had 
your support then, and I am honored to have you sup- 
port an endorsement in this campaign for the Presidency 
of the United States. 

Mayor Vann, distinguished guests, ladies and gentle- 
men, at the outset, let me express by deepest gratitude and 
appreciation, as well as compliments, to the fine Stan- 
ford University Choir and the wonderful bands who have 
participated on this occasion. It is great to be in Birming- 
ham, as John Buchanan said, “The All-American City,” 
and I congratulate you for it. 
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I understand that you had quite a race yesterday at 
Talladega, the Winston 500. The car I came in this after- 
noon might not have been fast enough to beat Buddy 
Baker, but we have got another race on our hands tomor- 
row, and that is a race I would sure like to win with your 
help. Winning seems to be quite a habit in Alabama, and 
the record of the great Alabama football team speaks for 
itself. My congratulations to my good friends Bear Bryant 
and the Crimson Tide, and to “Shug” Jordan and the 
Auburn War Eagles. 

You know that sounds like the competition between 
my alma mater, Michigan—University of Michigan—and 
Michigan State University. What pleases me so much 
here this afternoon is that I see so many young people, 
young Americans, who are already stepping in to take 
over the reins of government, of industry and professions. 
I am proud to say that my own White House staff with 
me here today averages under 35 years of age. 

I have more pride in each and every one of them than 
I can express, and I think they represent all the young 
people here today, and they give me tremendous help and 
assistance as all of you can give to this great country in 
the months and years ahead. 

I deeply believe in America’s young people above all 
else. In 200 years we have forged from a struggling group 
of colonies to the greatest nation in the history of the 
world. Our progress in every field has been unprecedented 
and much of that progress has always been due to the 
strength and to the character of young Americans. 

A lot of detractors are saying we are becoming a second- 
rate nation. When I look out over this crowd, you are 
number one. Because of that, I can say without any hesi- 
tation, qualification, I am proud to be an American and 
proud of America. 

Over the last 2 years America has been challenged as 
rarely before. We faced the worst economic recession in 
40 years. We beat it. We faced many, many challenges 
to peace in the world. We are still at peace, and we are 
going to stay at peace by being strong and affirmative 
and constructive with our allies throughout the world. 
We faced a crisis of confidence in government, and that 
confidence and that integrity in the White House has been 
restored. 

The challenges of the future will be even greater. To- 
day’s generation of Americans must face those challenges 
as our parents and as our grandparents met theirs—with 
courage, with sacrifice, with determination, but always 
with love of our country and our God. 

God bless all of you. All of you here today and all 
the other Americans throughout Alabama and all over 
America, it is my great honor to be your President. With 
your faith and your support we will fill the future with 
hope, with great achievement and the progress that will 
keep America number one for generations to come. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:57 p.m. 
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Birmingham, Alabama 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford 
Committee Volunteers Reception. May 3, 1976 


Let me thank at the outset, Mildred Lee and Charles 
Chapman for the wonderful job that they have done and, 
in the finance area, Hall Thompson and Bill Acker. But 
let me also express just as emphatically, ‘ust as gratefully, 
my appreciation for what each and every one of you have 
done. Betty and I thank you very, very much. 

Quite a few years ago, I had my own indoctrination in 
trying to work in a Presidential campaign. I hate to men- 
tion it—so far back—but I campaigned actively in 1940 
for Wendell Willkie. And I volunteered and spent the 
whole summer in New York City trying to do whatever I 
could in whatever way I could, much as all of you are do- 
ing here. 

But it was so encouraging for me to hear what Mildred 
said about the possibility of us doing very well and the 
possibility that if we do whatever we can, we might win in 
Alabama. Believe we, that is good news. 

I know from time to time as you talk on the telephones 
or as you speak to your neighbors or you talk to others— 
wherever you might be in the great State of Alabama— 
people ask, “Why should I vote for President Ford?” Well, 
let me give you a few examples of what I think are good, 
sound arguments with anybody who will listen and have 
an open mind, an objective point of view. 

First, let’s go back and take a quick look at what the 
situation was in our country in August of 1974 when I 
became President. There had been a great loss of faith in 
the Government of the United States. There had been a 
loss of confidence. 

Number two, we were experiencing at that time over 
12-percent inflation. We were literally on the brink of the 
worst economic recession that this country has had for 40 
years, with employment about to go down. We were still 
engaged in a conflict in Vietnam, some 8,000 miles away. 
I was faced with a Congress which was very hostile. I was 
faced with, well, many, many problems both at home and 
abroad. 

I think we can say with all honesty and sincerity that 
this country has made a lot of progress in the last 20 
months. Let’s take each item. 

I think the American people know that honesty, in- 
tegrity, faith in Government has been restored in the 
White House. 

The facts and figures tell you what has happened in the 
economy. Instead of inflation of over 12 percent per year, 
for the first 3 months of 1976, the rate of inflation on an 
annual basis is under 3 percent. That is a 75-percent re- 
duction in the rate of inflation. 

I said we were literally on the brink of the worst eco- 
nomic condition in this country in 40 years. Shortly there- 
after, unemployment went up, employment went down, 
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and just a year ago, we were in the depths of this recession. 
But what has happened in the last 12 months? 

We have gained 2,600,000 jobs. We are now employing 
in the private sector, in the public sector, more people to- 
day than any other time in the history of the United 
States—86,700,000. 

Wherever you look throughout our economy, whether 
it is the automobile industry, whether it is industrial pro- 
duction, whether it is in spendable income, everything that 
ought to be going down is going down, and everything 
that ought to be going up is going up. 

So we are doing darn well. Yes, we had a sad and tragic 
development in the Pacific—South Vietnam. Let me say 
this: We have strengthened our alliances with our friends 
in Western Europe, with Japan, but what is the judgment 
as to whether or not a policy of international relations has 
been successful? We haven’t given up a thing. We are at 
peace, and we are going to keep the peace, because we 
have the strength to do it. 

Now, we have had a few emotional issues raised in this 
campaign, and as Jack Edwards said this afternoon—Jack 
is on the Defense Subcommittee on Appropriations. He 
knows it. He has lived with it as a member of that com- 
mittee. Incidentally, I served on that committee 14 years 
before I became the minority leader. So my background 
and information on our national security program is not 
just a campaign rhetoric operation, but it is predicated on 
some background and knowledge over a long period of 
time. 

. But, take the words of Jack Edwards, one of our out- 
standing Members of Congress. Jack Edwards said the 
charge is a phony that this country is not fully capable, 
fully able to meet any challenge. And what is our mission? 
Our mission is to deter aggression, to maintain the peace, 
and to protect our national security. 

Jack Edwards said the challenge of that is a phony issue 
and I agree with him. 

Then we have had the problem raised by our good 
friend, who says something about the Panama Canal. You 
know his words, but did any of you happen to hear Barty 
Goldwater yesterday on Meet the Press? Well, I unfor- 
tunately don’t have in my possession the text of Barry 
Goldwater’s interrogation on Meet the Press. But he was 
asked this question: “Who is right, the President or ex- 
Governor Reagan on the Panama Canal?” Barry Gold- 
water said, “On this I have to agree with President Ford, 
and I think that the Governor would agree with him, if he 
knew anything about the question.” 

Just so there is no misunderstanding, let me give you the 
exact words. Here is the question from Miss Mackin: “On 
the Panama Canal, who is right on that? Whose position 
do you support, Ford’s or Reagan’s? Senator Goldwater--- 
and I quote precisely—“I have to support Ford’s position 
on it, and I think Reagan would, too, if he knew more 
about it.” 
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So let me just conclude with this observation: We have 
a record that is good of taking our country from a very 
serious crisis and making this country prosperous—on the 
road to prosperity of a greater and more stable basis than 
this country has had in a long, long time. We are meeting 
our challenges abroad effectively. We strengthened our 
alliances. 

Let me just add this: We are keeping the peace with an 
all-volunteer army, and we aren’t calling on the draft for 
the support of our military establishment. 

Let me thank each and every one of you for what you 
have done and what—as one of your good statewide chair- 
men has said—you are going to do in the next 28 hours, 
What time do the polls close tomorrow—7 :00? We would 
hope to have some good news about what time—8:00? 
Ten, all right. [Laughter] 

I thank you, and I thank both of these two fine cochair- 
men of the State. I thank each and every one of you. Let 
me assure you we haven’t promised anything we can’t 
perform, and we will perform everything we promised. 

Finally, you have made a big effort, you have been 
loyal, you have been dedicated, and I know you will be 
effective. Betty and I won’t let you down for the next 4 
years. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:13 p.m. in Room C of the Civic 
Center. 


Birmingham, Alabama 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception for Delegate 
Candidates and President Ford Committee 
Leadership. May 3, 1976 


First, I want to thank Charles and Mildred for the 
superb job that they have done in organizing the State 


on my behalf. I can’t express my gratitude deeply enough 


to both of you. 

Then, I want to thank Hall Thompson and Bill Acker 
for the superb job they have done. It is 150 percent, and 
we appreciate that. But Alabama is number one in all 
of the States in raising money on the basis of their quota, 
and we thank all of you. 

Then, obviously, I want to thank the delegates and 
the alternates who are out there in the front line. Noth- 
ing would make me happier than to have every delegate 
and every alternate down there in Kansas City helping 
us win that nomination and, eventually, helping us to 
win the election on November 2. 

I also want to thank, in the presence of all of you, Bill 
Dickinson, John Buchanan, and Jack Edwards for the 
great endorsement that they gave me out in the city square 
or the city area there this afternoon. I haven’t had as 
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strong, as fine endorsements by a congressional delegation 
as those three gave today, and I am very, very apprecia- 
tiveof what they have done. . 

It is awfully nice to see two former colleagues of mine 
here, Glen Andrews and Jimmy Martin, two fine, fine 
people who came to the Congress in January of 1965 
and, along with Jack and Bill and John, supported me 
when I became the minority leader. Let me tell you 
how close that vote was. There were 140 Republicans 
that were sworn in January 3, 1965, and I won by the 
landslide margin of 73 to 67. [Laughter] If I had not 
had those five votes of Jimmy and Glen and Bill and 
John and Jack, you know it might have been the other 
way. [Laughter] 

But let me say just a word or two, if I might. I know 
that you are going back to talk to your friends, you are 
going to get people out, you are going to be doing a 
wonderful job in the next 24 or 36 hours. I think there 
are a couple of things we can talk about that, if you have 
any people that are on the fence, that have not quite 
made up their minds yet—let me summarize it very 
quickly, because I think I have done enough talking to- 
day. Let me tell you as succinctly as I can, the selling 
points that I think make sense. 

Number one, when I became President there was a 
great loss of confidence in Government and, in particular, 
the White House. 

Number two, we were on the brink of the worst eco- 
nomic recession this country has had in 40 years. Infla- 
tion was 12 percent or greater. Unemployment was about 
to go up, and employment was about to sink. 

We have restored confidence and faith, I think, in 
the White House. 

Number three, the rate of inflation has been cut by 
75 percent. The first 3 months of this year, the rate of 
inflation on an annual basis was under 3 percent. In the 
last 12 months, when we hit the bottom of the recession, 
we have gained 2,600,000 more people on the payroll of 
the private enterprise system of this country. We now 
have 86,700,000 people gainfully employed, the highest 
number in the history of the United States. 

So I think we have a lot to talk about, and we are not 
going to be overwhelmed by some of the emotional ap- 
peals that have been made by some people. 

I thought Jack Edwards, who really knows something 
about the defense program of this country and what we 
have in the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and the 
Marines, because of his very unique experience on the 
Defense Appropriations Committee—and Bill Dickinson 
is also on the House Armed Services Committee, and I 
am sure that Bill agrees entirely with Jack Edwards that 
all of this talk about the United States military being 
second—it is nonsense. 

Furthermore, both Bill and Jack can tell you cate- 
gorically, a year ago I submitted the highest military 
budget in the history of the United States. And this year 


I also submitted the highest military budget in the his- 
tory of America, increasing the funds by 14 percent. So 
this President is doing what is needed and necessary to 
keep America strong, period. 

Let me ask you one question. How many here yesterday 
heard our wonderful friend, Barry Goldwater, on Meet 
the Press? Apparently some of you didn’t, so let me say 
at the outset, in 1964 I supported Barry Goldwater be- 
cause he was right. I am proud of it. In retrospect, I think 
he was right. 

But here is the transcript of Barry Goldwater’s inter- 
rogation on Meet the Press yesterday, and there is one 
issue that has been raised. I think I have tried to get the 
record straight, to give the facts, but sometimes another 
person can do it better than yourselves. And now here is 
Barry Goldwater being asked about the Panama Canal, 
and here is the question: “On the Panama Canal, who 
is right on that? Whose position do you support, Ford’s 
or Reagan’s?”’ Senator Goldwater, in response: “I have 
to support Ford’s position on it, and I think Reagan 
would, too, if he knew more about it.” 

So what I am saying—we have got an affirmative 
record. We should be proud of it, at home and abroad. 
We also have the answers to the charges that have been 
made in the political campaign. So each and every one 
of you delegates can go back to your respective com- 
munities and with pride, I think, get those votes. So I 
will see each and every one of you delegates and alter- 
nates at Kansas City. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. in Room F of the Civic 
Center. 


Department of Labor 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Michael H. Moskow To Be Under Secretary. 
May 4, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Michael H. Moskow, of Paterson, N.J., to be Under 
Secretary of Labor. He will succeed Robert O. Aders, 
who has resigned. Mr. Moskow has been Director of the 
Council on Wage and Price Stability since September 3, 
1975. 

Born on January 7, 1938, in Paterson, N.J., Mr. Mos- 
kow received his A.B. degree in economics from Lafayette 
College in 1959. He received his M.A. in 1962 and his 
Ph.D. in 1965 from the University of Pennsylvania. He 
has taught at Drexel Institute of Technology in Phila- 
delphia and Lafayette College in Easton, Pa. He has 
written widely in the field of industrial relations. 

Prior to government service, Mr. Moskow was director 
of the Bureau of Economic and Business Research and 
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associate professor of economics at Temple University in 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

In August 1969, Mr. Moskow became a Senior Staff 
Economist on the Council of Economic Advisers. From 
September 1970 until January 1972, he was the Executive 
Director of the Construction Industry Collective Bargain- 
ing Commission, during which time he also was named 
Deputy Under Secretary of Labor for Economic Affairs 
in January 1971. He was subsequently appointed Assist- 
ant Secretary of Labor for Policy Evaluation and Re- 
search, in March 1972. He became Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development in March 1973 and 
was responsible for economic and program analysis, as 
well as administering HUD’s research demonstration and 
experimentation programs. 

Mr. Moskow is married to the former Constance Bain, 
of Woodmere, N.Y. The Moskows have three children 
and reside in the District of Columbia. 


Veto of Child Day Care Bill 


Statement by the President Following Action by the 
House of Representatives Overriding His Veto. 
May 4, 1976 


I regret that the House of Representatives has failed to 
sustain my veto of H.R. 9803, the Child Day Care Services 
under Title XX of the Social Security Act. 

This legislation runs counter to a basic principle of 
government important to all Americans—the vesting of 
responsibility in State and local government and the re- 
moval of burdensome Federal regulations. 

I am firmly committed to providing Federal assistance 


to States for social services programs, including child day. 


care. But I am opposed to unwarranted Federal interfer- 
ence in States’ administration of these programs. 

H.R. 9803 would make permanent highly controversial 
and costly day care staff-to-children ratios. And it would 
deny the States the necessary flexibility to establish and 
enforce their own staffing standards for federally assisted 
day care. 

This bill would not make day care services more widely 
available. It would only make them more costly to the 
American taxpayer. The expenditure of at least $125 
million over the next 6 months, and possibly as much as 
$250 million more each year thereafter, would be required 
under this bill. 

H.R. 9803 would also require that a portion of Federal 
social services funds be available under Title XX of the 


Social Security Act for a narrow, categorical purpose. In 
the deliberations leading to enactment of Title XX, a little 
over a year ago, the States and voluntary service organiza. 
tions fought hard to win the right to determine both the 
form and the content of such services according to their 
own priorities. This bill would undermine the Title XX 
commitment to allow the various States their own initia- 
tive by dictating not only how day care services are to be 
provided, but also how they are to be financed under 
Title XX. 


The Federal day care standards imposed by H.R. 9803 
have been subject to considerable debate. In fact, the bill 
recognizes the questionable appropriateness of these stand- 
ards by postponing their enforcement for the third time, 
in this case to July 1 of this year. Fewer than one in four 
of the States have chosen to follow these standards closely 
in the administration of their day care programs. The 
Congress itself has required by law that the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare conduct an 18-month 
study ending in 1977, to evaluate their appropriateness, 

For these reasons, I urge the Senate to join me in oppos- 
ing the enactment of this measure. And I urge that the 
Congress extend, until October 1, 1976, the moratorium 
on imposition of Federal day care staffing standards that 
it voted last October 2. This would give the Congress 
ample time to enact my proposed Federal Assistance for 
Community Services Act, under which States would estab- 
lish and enforce their own day care staffing standards and 
fashion their social services programs in ways they believe 
will best meet the needs of their citizens. 


Legacy of Parks Program 


Announcement of Transfer of 19 Parcels of Land for 
Park and Recreational Use Under the Program. 
May 4, 1976 


The President today announced the transfer of 19 addi- 
tional parcels of federally owned land in 14 States to cities, 
counties, and States under the President’s Legacy of Parks 
Program. The 19 properties total 1,221 acres with an 
estimated value of $5,789,000. 

The announcement today brings to 615 the total num- 
ber of properties that have been transferred to all 50 
States, Guam, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, and the District of Columbia, since the 
program’s inception in 1971. The 615 properties repre- 
sent 80,054 acres of land with a market value of 
$228,400,176. 
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Mother’s Day, 1976 
Proclamation 4437. May 5, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


By responding to new challenges, and assuming new 
roles, America’s women are contributing much to the 
enrichment of American society. 

But for all that women do, there is no undertaking more 
challenging, no responsibility more awesome, than that of 
being a mother. Motherhood is more than a life role, it is 
a job that is continuously demanding and rewarding. A 
mother’s guidance is most significant in the growth of her 
children into responsible, self-reliant, understanding and 
productive human beings. 

For all of their immeasurable and unselfish sacrifices in 
developing the character of our youth, that which is syn- 
onymous with love, creation, compassion, honor and in- 
tegrity we are grateful for their countless contributions to 
their families, to their communities, and to the Nation. 
Each year we especially and significantly honor the role 
of motherhood on Mother’s Day, the second Sunday in 
May as designated by the Congress (38 Stat. 770, 36 
US.C. 141, 142). 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United ‘States of America, do hereby request that 


‘Sunday, May 9, 1976, be observed as Mother’s Day. I call 


upon government officials to display the flag of the United 
States on all government buildings, and I ask all citizens 
to display the flag at their homes and other suitable places 
on that day, and to remember our mothers in some very 
special way. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifth day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:08 a.m., 
May 5, 1976] 


Sickle Cell Anemia 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Third Annual Report on the Administration of the 
National Sickle Cell Anemia Control Act. 

May 5, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress the Third 
Annual Report on the Administration of the National 
Sickle Cell Anemia Control Act (P.L. 92-294) in accord- 
ance with the requirements of Section 1106 of the Public 
Health Service Act. 
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Sickle cell anemia is the most common genetic blood 
disorder in the United States. It is found predominantly, 
but not exclusively, in the black population where it affects 
nearly 50,000 persons. The individual cost of sickle cell 
anemia is tremendous; in addition to medical care and 
loss of time from school or employment, the resulting 
psychosocial and educational problems makes advance- 
ment against this disorder of highest priority. 

This year’s report highlights the progress made in the 
implementation of the National Sickle Cell Disease Pro- 
gram and other related activities of the Public Health 
Service carried out by the National Institutes of Health, 
the Center for Disease Control, and the Health Services 
Administration. We have continued to move ahead in the 
areas of research, education and public awareness, screen- 
ing and counseling, and rehabilitation. 


Fifteen comprehensive Sickle Cell Centers have been 
established, bringing together all aspects of research— 
basic, clinical, clinical application, and clinical trials. Con- 
tinuing education and community demonstration pro- 
grams have been included as integral parts of this impor- 
tant effort. This combination will permit the Centers to 
develop new and innovative approaches to education, test- 
ing, counseling and rehabilitation. 


Also, last year 25 Sickle Cell Screening and Education 
Clinics provided information to more than one million 
persons, screened approximately 233,000 individuals, 
counselled more than 16,000 and referred many for ap- 
propriate medical care. 

This activity is extremely important because the sickle 
cell trait is found in approximately two and one-half mil- 
lion black people. Although the sickle cell trait is primarily 
a healthy state wherein one carries genes for both sickle 
hemoglobin and normal hemoglobin, the blood disorder 
occurs as a result of the presence of genes for sickle hemo- 
globin inherited from both parents. 

The National Institutes of Health is conducting intense 
investigations into the mechanisms of sickling in sickle cell 
anemia and subsequent complications, as well as carrying 
out therapy trials to alter the sickling process. 

We must continue to push ahead for new knowledge 
and methodologies for the diagnosis, control and treat- 
ment of sickle cell anemia, as well as carrying on and 
improving existing screening and counseling, information, 
and education and training activities. 

The progress made in the last year is heartening and 
sickle cell anemia program activities will continue to be of 
the highest priority. I am pleased to present this report to 
the Congress. 

GERALD R. Forp 


The White House, 
May 5, 1976. 


NOTE: The report entitled “Third Annual Report on the Adminis- 
tration of the National Sickle Cell Anemia Control Act (P.L. 
92-294)” covers the period July 1, 1974, to June 30, 1975 (14 pp. 
plus appendices). 
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National Center for Productivity 
and Quality of Working Life 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
George Henry Kuper Te Be Executive Director. 
May 5, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate George Henry Kuper, of the District of Columbia, 
io be Executive Director of the National Center for Pro- 
ductivity and Quality of Working Life. This is a new 
position established by Public Law 94-136, of November 
28, 1975. Mr. Kuper has been Acting Executive Director 
of the National Center for Productivity and Quality of 
Working Life since June 1974. 

Mr. Kuper was born on October 16, 1940, in Wash- 
ington, D.C. He received his B.A. degree from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1963. He attended the London 
School of Economics and received his M. Sc. in 1964. 
He received his M.B.A. degree from the Harvard Uni- 
versity Graduate School of Business in 1970. He served as 
a lieutenant in the United States Navy from 1964 to 1968. 

During 1963-64, Mr. Kuper was a research analyst 
for the Morgan Guaranty Trust Co., of New York, prior 
to becoming executive vice president /director of the Bos- 
ton Venture Management Corp., Inc., in October 1969. 
He became a consultant for Justice Systems Co., Inc., a 
consultant/director of Cambridge Computer Associates, 
Inc., and deputy director of the Office of Justice Admin- 
istration in Boston, beginning in 1970. 

Mr. Kuper is married to the former Dorothy Haase, 
and they reside in the District of Columbia. 


Meeting With Representatives 
of Ethnic Organizations 


The President’s Remarks to the Ethnic Leaders in the 
Rose Garden. May 5, 1976 


Mayor Cianci, Mayor Perk, Monsignor Baroni, members 
of the administration and guests: 

Obviously, it is a great pleasure and privilege to 
welcome you to the White House and the Rose Garden 
this morning. This conference has been called to give new 
insights into some very, very old questions: how to main- 
tain, how to strengthen the ties of community and neigh- 
borhood within our society. 


America has always been drawing much of its strength 
from the bonds of family, community, church, and volun- 
tary organizations. Yet, as the face of America has been 
changed over the years, there is a growing realization that 
some of our oldest traditions and some of our oldest in- 
stitutions are now in jeopardy. 

A sense of community has been eroded in some of our 
largest cities. A sense of neighborhood, a sense of belong- 
ing, of cultural identification, are threatened. I can ap- 
preciate your deep concern for the future of institutions 
which you worked so very hard to establish—the ethnic 
church, the school, the credit union, the fraternal lodge. 
Increasingly centralized Government in Washington, 
which has grown more and more powerful and very 
impersonal, is a big part of the problem. 

It is time that we begin deemphasizing the bureaucra- 
cies in Washington and reemphasizing the community, the 
efforts that we can make to improve our American way of 
life. One way to do this is by extending the general reve- 
nue sharing program, which over the past 5 years has 
turned the flow of power away from Washington and 
towards your own cities and your own States. 

Another way is through the vigorous enforcement of 
the anti-redlining bill, which discourages credit discrimi- 
nation based on neighborhood location in mortgage and 
home improvement loans, I signed the law prohibiting that 
discrimination, and I intend to see it stopped. 

By replacing the urban renewal program and many 
similar programs with a single Community Development 
Act, we have given local residents a much, much greater 
voice in rebuilding their own communities. Redtape has 
been cut enormously. 

At my direction, Federal regulations for community 
development have been reduced from 2,600 pages to just 
25 pages. Application forms have been reduced from 

1,400 pages to only 50 pages. The whole process between 
application and approval for these projects has been re- 
duced from an average of 2 years to less than 2 months. 

We want to do more, and to do that we want to hear 
your views and to enlist your support and your coopera- 
tion. I have asked Bill Baroody and Myron Kuropas to 
give me a full report on your activities here today, and I 
hope each of you will let us know what you think needs 
to be done. 

As we enter our third century, I believe that we can 
have a rebirth of individual freedom and that we can pro- 
tect the diverse heritage which gives so much strength and 
so much richness to our society. Working together, we can 
achieve these goals, and I think today’s conference is 
very good start. 

Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. to the representatives 
who were attending the Conference on Ethnicity and Neighborhood 
Revitalization which was being held at the White House. 
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Indiana, Georgia, and Alabama 
Primary Elections 


The President’s Remarks in a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters in the Rose Garden. 
May 5, 1976 


Tue PRESIDENT. I am glad to be here on May 5 and to 
have an opportunity to respond to any of your questions. I 
suspect you may have some. 

Q. What is your reaction to the three losses? 

Tue PresiwenT. Naturally, I am disappointed. We 
had hoped to do better. But let me say this very strongly: 
I am going to Kansas City. I am going to win in Kansas 
City. And we expect to win in November. 

Q. Mr. President, you are reassessing your strategy, 
we're told What sorts of things do you have in mind? 

Tue Present. I think that’s a matter that Rogers 
Morton and the people at the PFC will basically under- 
take. They will keep me apprised, but I think that is their 
basic responsibility. And we will work with them, but they 
have the responsibility. 

Q. Mr. President, you’re generally a picture of con- 
fidence. Has your confidence been shaken by this string of 
losses? 

Tue Present. I don’t think my confidence has been 
harmed one bit. As I said a moment ago, I am going to 
Kansas City, I expect to win in Kansas City, and I fully 
intend to be elected on November 2. 

Q. Well, what’s gone wrong? 

THe Preswent. Well, that’s something that Rogers 
Morton and the others will assess. I believe that we have 
a good program. We have straightened out the economy; 
we are on our way to real progress as far as prosperity is 
concerned. We have gotten ourselves straightened out as 
far as foreign policy is concerned. We are out of the war 
in Vietnam. We are making headway around the world. 
We have restored confidence and integrity in the White 
House, so our job, apparently, is to do a better job of 
selling it, and we intend to do it. 

Q. Mr. President, you don’t mean to suggest that the 
White House is out of this reassessment altogether and 
that it will fall entirely on the PFC. Surely, you must have 
some strong thoughts of what is required of you and of 
the administration? 

Tue Present. Well, the administration is looking 
at it, but the basic study will be done by the PFC under 
Rogers Morton. 

Q. Mr. President, following your victory in Wisconsin 
you said that that vote justified your faith in Henry Kis- 
singer. What have the last four primaries done to your 
faith in Henry Kissinger? 

Tue Present. We are in the process of analyzing 
the total picture, not just one issue. I can’t give you any 


immediate assessment as to what issue or whether all of 
the issues had a contributing factor, but I certainly 
wouldn’t say that the result in Indiana or the other two 
States can be attributed to foreign policy alone. I am sure 
it was a combination of many, many things. 

Q. Mr. President, in your reassessment, what parts of 
the campaign do you feel were not going well, and why? 

THE Present. I can’t tell you why. I think we have 
a good program. I think we have done a fine job on the 
economy. I believe we have restored integrity in the White 
House. We have restored confidence of the American 
people in, I believe, the conduct of the Presidency. I be- 
lieve that we have made success around the world in our 
day-to-day operations of foreign policy. We have peace; 
we are going to keep peace. 

Q. Do you expect to win on the first ballot, Mr. Presi- 
dent? 

Tue Present. I think we will go to Kansas City, 
Helen, and win. I have no doubt about that whatsoever. 
With only two candidates, there, that’s about the way it 
sorts out. 

Q. Mr. President, did you mean to suggest that if the 
analysis proves that Henry Kissinger was an issue in the 
losing primaries that his tenure is somehow in doubt? 

Tue PresiwenT. Not at all. Not at all. 

Q. Mr. President, are you concerned about your own 
home State? How do you feel about the crossover prob- 
lem and George Wallace’s past performances there? 

THE PresiwENT. I am not going to comment on any 
individual State. I said we will win in Kansas City, and 
that means that we expect to win our full share of the 
contests between now and the middle of August. 

Q. Mr. President, do you feel you have been hurt on 
the Panama Canal issue? 

Tue Preswent. If we have, I don’t think it’s a legiti- 
mate decision, because I am absolutely convinced what 
this Government is doing, what this Government has done 
for the last 13 years is the right policy. And we are going 
to continue to negotiate rather than to accelerate the pos- 
sibility of a military conflict. And so we are going to do 
what we believe is right, which I think is negotiate in the 
Panama. 

Q. Mr. President, do you agree with Rogers Morton 
that Governor Reagan now has the advantage in the race 
between you? 

THE PresiweENnT. No, because you have to look at the 
uncommitted and you have to take an honest appraisal 
of where some 300-plus of those uncommitted delegates 
are more likely to go. So we think it’s going to be a tough 
race, but we expect to win, and we will be at Kansas City 
to do so and to carry on from there for a victory in 
November. 

Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. 
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Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1976 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing H.R. 8235 
Into Law. May 5, 1976 


Secretary Coleman, distinguished Members of the Con- 
gress, distinguished guests: 

I am signing today a bill, H.R. 8235, which authorizes 
more than $17!/ billion dollars for the extension of the 
Federal aid to highways program. Many, many thousands 
of jobs will be directly as well as indirectly supported by 
the legislation, which will provide for key links in the In- 
terstate Highway System, upgrade existing highways, and 
develop public transit facilities. 

Primary responsibility for selecting projects and admin- 
istering this grant program will continue to rest with State 
and local authorities. While this act does not include 
everything that this administration proposed to the Con- 
gress, it is an important step toward meeting America’s 
transportation needs. 

For that reason, Mr. Secretary and Members of the 
Congress, I am very pleased to sign this legislation which 
is a very significant piece of legislation and a very impor- 
tant one as far as our economy and our transportation 
facilities are concerned. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. at a ceremony in the 
Rose Garden. 

As enacted, the bill (H.R. 8235), Title I of which may be cited 
as the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1976, is Public Law 94-280, 
approved May 5, 1976. 


Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 8235 
IntoLaw. May 5, 1976 


Today I have signed into law the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act of 1976. This legislation is the product of almost a 
year-long debate. On July 7, 1975, I submitted a proposed 
long-range bill recommending some fundamental changes 
in this program. The act I am signing today is a 2-year 
interim measure which permits the program to continue, 
while setting the stage for the next Congress again to con- 
front the critical issues facing the program. 

The proposal that I forwarded to Congress last July 
had four principal objectives. 

—First, it recommended the restructuring of the pres- 
ent system of financing highways. The Trust Fund 
would have been reserved exclusively for the comple- 
tion of the Interstate System; all other Federal high- 
way assistance would have come from the general 
fund, and one cent of the gas tax would have been 
returned to the States. 


—Second, more than 30 categorical grant programs 
would have been consolidated into three block grant 
programs. 

—Third, the Federal interest in the Interstate System 
would have been more precisely defined, by placing 
primary emphasis upon completion of critical inter. 
city routes on the System. 

—Fourth, the Federal resources authorized for the 
highway program would have been held to respon- 
sible levels, consistent with the overriding need to 
control Federal spending while still sufficient to 
achieve the objectives of the program. 

The Congress addressed each of these issues in its delib- 
erations on this bill and made progress in the direction | 
had recommended. The bill I am signing today consoli- 
dates a number of existing categorical grant programs 
into a broader, more flexible program, a step which should 
help State and local officials solve their transportation 
problems more effectively. This legislation also assigns 
priority to the completion of intercity routes, closing crit- 
ical gaps in the Interstate System. Although this Congress 
did not address all of the fundamental issues of the high- 
way program, the next Congress will need to deal compre- 
hensively with them. 

I am pleased to note that the Congress has taken some 
action to bring the operation of the highway program 
under better fiscal control. However, because the bill 
would still result in substantial outstanding authoriza- 
tions being available during fiscal year 1977, I believe it 
is important for Congress to take separate action to place 
an obligation ceiling on the Federal-Aid Highway Pro- 
gram at least through fiscal year 1977. Further, new ac- 
tivities authorized in this legislation will be carefully 
scrutinized before any requests for additions to the budget 
are sent to Congress. 


For more than 25 years in national government, in both 
the legislative and executive branches, I have been a firm 
supporter of the highway program. As a Member of Con- 
gress in 1956, I voted for the landmark legislation which 
established the Highway Trust Fund. I have been deeply 
involved in the legislative process over the past two dec- 
ades as the highway program has been expanded and 
made more responsive to local transportation needs. It is 
a privilege to be serving as President today and to sign 
legislation extending and improving this important pro- 
gram. A spirit of cooperation between this administration 
and the Congress enabled all parties to arrive at an accept 
able bill which permits a vital program to continue. We 
will continue to work with the Congress to seek better, 
long-term solutions to our national transportation prob- 
lems as the Nation enters its third century. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 8235), Title I of which may be 
cited as the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1976, is Public Law 94-280, 
approved May 5, 1976. 
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Veto of Child Day Care Bill 


Statement by the President Following Senate Action 
Sustaining His Veto. May 5, 1976 


J] am pleased that the Senate has voted to sustain my 
veto of H.R. 9803, the Child Day Care Services under 
Title XX of the Social Security Act. 

As I have said before, this legislation would have run 
counter to a basic principle of government important to 
all Americans—the vesting of responsibility in State and 
local government and the removal of burdensome Fed- 
eral regulations in areas where State and local govern- 
ment can best meet the needs of their citizens. 

I congratulate the Members of the Senate from both 
parties who resisted heavy pressure to vote for this bill and 
voted instead for good government and fiscal responsi- 


bility. 


American Mothers Committee, Inc. 


The President’s Remarks at the Committee’s Awards 
Dinner. May 5, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Mrs. Lewis, Congresswoman 
Boggs, Mayor Washington, Mrs. Marriott, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

Let me thank you for this very beautiful, this very im- 
pressive book, which I understand is inscribed to both 
Betty and to myself. And I can assure you, as a stand-in 
for her, that she wants me to express on her behalf, our 
appreciation for this thoughtfulness. 

I thank not only you, Mrs. Lewis, but the American 
Mothers Committee and the many hundreds of people 
who helped to write—as you told us 500 or more—and 
the tremendous job of research that they did on this occa- 
ion. It is a very, very fitting contribution to our Bicen- 
tennial. 

No birthday is complete without credit to the mother, 
and on this Nation’s 200th birthday, we recall the achieve- 
ments of all American mothers, past and present, who 
contributed to our Nation’s progress. Of course, Betty is 
highly honored that she was chosen among those from 
Michigan to be included in this volume. 

And I am proud not just of her own accomplishments, 
but because I know Betty represents so many American 
mothers who hold their families together and help to hold 
this Nation together. Every mother faces a different set 
of challenges. For Betty—if I may add a personal note— 
I know it was the challenge of raising four wonderful 
children when my duties in the Congress often called for 
me to be away from home. And Lindy Boggs, I can assure 
you, can verify that experience. 


As your organization so rightly recognizes, a successful 
mother must embody virtues such as love, courage, cheer- 
fulness, patience, compassion, understanding, and the 
ability to make a happy home for her family. 

Those characteristics are every bit as important today 
as they have been throughout our Nation’s history and, 
indeed, throughout the history of civilization. In fact, at 
a time when the value of family life is being questioned by 
some and when the strains of contemporary life seem to 
threaten the family structure, I believe those virtues are 
more important than ever before. 

Every American mother bears, as we all know, a great, 
great responsibility. As your conference theme states, the 
past cannot be changed; the future is still in your power. 
It is in the family that a child’s character is formed and 
ethical standards developed. It is up to you and your hus- 
bands to see that America’s children are raised in an 
atmosphere of morality as well as love. 

It is up to you to see your children take joy in living and 
develop strength and self-confidence. It is up to you to see 
that the next generation of all Americans will carry with 
them throughout their lives the values that have made 
America a great, free nation. Mothers and fathers estab- 
lish within their own homes the duties of their children, 
and they help their children to recognize the obligations 
that come with being a responsible citizen. 

In this Bicentennial Year, all Americans must rededi- 
cate themselves to the values on which this country was 
founded: that all men are created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; 
and that among these rights are life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness. 

You give your children life to teach your children the 
meaning of liberty, its duties as well as its privileges, and 
you put them on the path to finding their own personal 
happiness. This combination of responsibilities is what 
makes motherhood a career in itself, a strenuous, reward- 
ing job. 

But as millions of Americans demonstrate, American 
mothers prove every day the career of raising a family 
need not exclude other careers. Today, mothers are 
more likely to be working than ever before—5 times as 
likely as 1940. More than half of all mothers with school- 
age children were in the labor force last year, a higher rate 
than for women without children. But whether or not 
they work outside their homes, America’s mothers make 
countless contributions to their families, to their commu- 
nities, and to their Nation. 


Tonight, the American Mothers Committee honors 
that contribution and chooses one American mother who 
embodies the best in all American mothers. It was John 
Quincy Adams who said, “All that I am, my mother made 
me.” That thought was repeated by Abraham Lincoln, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, and many others, and as Mother’s 
Day this Sunday draws near, it is a thought that should be 


Volume 12—Number 19 











826 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


in the hearts of millions of Americans. I know it will be in 
mine and in yours. 

On behalf of your children, your families and your 
Nation, I thank you. 

And now, the national president of the American 
Mother’s Committee will announce the name of the 1976 
National American Mother. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. in the Ballroom at the 
Shoreham Americana Hotel. Mrs. Maxine Carnett Grindstaff was 
named as the 1976 National American Mother. 


Board of Foreign Scholarships 


Announcement of Appointment of Five Members of the 
Board. May 6, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
five persons as members of the Board of Foreign Scholar- 
ships. They are: 


Joun E. Douisots, of Oxford, Ohio, vice president for development 
and alumni affairs, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. This is for 
the remainder of the term expiring September 22, 1976. He suc- 
ceeds James D. Theberge, who has resigned. 

For terms expiring September 22, 1978 

Houston I. Ftournoy, of Palos Verdes Estates, Calif., dean of the 
Center for Public Affairs, University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, Calif. He succeeds David Lissy, whose term has 
expired. 

J. Arcure Harcraves, of Raleigh, N.C., president, Shaw University, 
Raleigh, N.C. This is a reappointment. 

Micuaet Rapock, of Ann Arbor, Mich., vice president for univer- 
sity relations and development and professor of journalism, the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. He succeeds John 
E. Dolibois, whose term has expired. 

Gorpon D. Wimprsss, Jr., of San Antonio, Tex., president, Trinity 
University, San Antonio, Tex. This is a reappointment. 


The Board consists of 12 members serving staggered 
terms of 3 years. The Chairman is elected by the Board. 
The purpose of the Board is to select students, scholars, 


teachers, trainees, and other persons to participate in the 
educational exchange programs. 


Social Security Trust Fund 


The President’s Remarks at a Meeting With 


Administration Officials in the Cabinet Room. 
May 6, 1976 


While the press is here, I think it might be appropriate 
to point out to them the reason for this meeting. 

As everybody knows, I submitted to the Congress a 
very constructive proposal for the purpose of maintaining 
the financial integrity of the Social Security Trust Fund. 


This was submitted at the time of our budget or economic 
program, at the time of the State of the Union and, unfor. 
tunately, it appears that the Congress is going to fail to 
recognize the problem and tragically fail to do anything to 
solve the problem. 

This concerns me very greatly, because we have 32 mil. 
lion individuals, most of them older, who are depending 
upon the financial soundness of the Trust Fund. And we 
have literally millions and millions more who are paying 
into the Trust Fund, who are counting on the financial 
integrity of that Fund. 

This administration feels an obligation to protect the 
investment of those who are retired and those who are 
counting on retirement. The purpose of this meeting is for 
me to get the up-to-date information from the responsible 
people in the executive branch who, I am sure, are like- 
wise concerned, as I am, about the current situation. 

The Congress cannot fail the older people and others 
who are either on retirement or about to retire. We expect 
some action. They cannot fail to respond to this very 
important and, I think, critical need. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. 


Social Security Trust Fund 


Statement by the President Urging Congressional Action 
on His Proposed Payroll Tax Increase. May 6, 1976 


I have today directed the Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare to seek prompt congressional action on 
my legislative proposal to maintain the fiscal intergity of 
our Social Security Trust Fund. 

Simple arithmetic indicates that the Social Security 
Trust Fund is headed for trouble. Unless the Congress acts 
to ensure that the Fund takes in as much as it pays out, 
there will not be adequate security for old or young. 

In my State of the Union Message in January, I pro 
posed a payroll tax increase of .3 percent each for em- 
ployees and employers, to increase revenues into the trust 
fund to ensure that benefits will be available to all who 
have earned them. 

My proposed increase would cost workers with a max- 
imum taxable income less than a dollar a week. This it- 
crease will help stabilize trust funds so that current and 
future recipients can be assured the benefits that they 
have earned. I urge the Congress to take the earliest pos 
sible action on my proposal to preserve the integrity of the 
Social Security Trust Fund. 
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PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: 


Association of American 
Editorial Cartoonists 


The President’s Remarks at a White House Reception 
jor the Association. May 6, 1976 


Mr. Hill, Mr. Huici, members of the Association and 
guests: 

Walking over, I was trying to recollect where we had 
first gotten together, and I was reminded by one of your 
officers that it was up in Boston. So it is a little shift from 
the Parker House to the East Room of the White House, 
but it is a great opportunity for me to welcome all of you 
and to meet with you and to provide a more personalized 
view of the President for your sketches. 

Although, when it comes to personalized views, I don’t 
think I will ever forget the one expressed by a former 
teammate of mine from my old Michigan football team. 
He introduced me one time at a banquet and said, “You 
might be interested to know that I played football with 
Jerry Ford for 2 years. Jerry played center, I was the 
quarterback, and you might say it gave me a completely 
different view of the President.” [Laughter] 

I hope your views today won’t be quite that different. 
But, I am pleased an honored to welcome you to the White 
House. Your editorial cartoons, representing a truly great 
American tradition, have adorned the White House, its 
walls, for many, many years. Today, I am delighted to 
welcome all of you in person. 

Two years ago this month, I addressed your association 
in Boston. At that time, Guernsey LePelley, the editorial 
cartoonist for the Christian Science Monitor, said you 
wanted to get a first hand impression to better perceive my 
true identity. There had been a number of cartoons de- 
picting identical Vice President Fords seated behind a desk 
with caption asking , “Will the real Jerry Ford stand up?” 

Today, 2 years later, the real Jerry Ford has stood 
up. You have taken me full measure. In keeping with the 
artistic and journalistic responsibility to call the shots as 
you see them, you have, in all honesty, in my opinion, 
treated me very fairly, and for that I thank you. 

I concede that a pen is mightier than a politician. Only 
6 or 7 seconds are required to read and digest a cartoon. 
That is why you have such a big advantage over those of 
us in political life. It may take 6 or 7 months before 
the public forgets a cartoon that hits the target, and that 
takes us up to next November. 

I am pleased to take my chances with your cartoons, 
because I know that you depict all candidates without fear 
or without favor. Your cartoon art is a very vital American 
safeguard against the deception of voters by any can- 
didate, especially those that demagog false issues or fuzz 
up the real issues. 

We in political life—and I think the public as a whole— 
count on you to rip away facades with penetrating realism, 
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and just as you asked for the real Jerry Ford to stand up, 
I congratulate all of you for asking the very same question 
for all the new and old faces of 1976. 

I have heard cartoonists say that their cartoons make a 
complex situation really very simple, while the editorials 
usually found on the same page make a simple situation 
really very complicated. [Laughter] 

I am glad that we are in agreement on that. We all 
know the old Chinese proverb that a single picture is worth 
1,000 words. Every cartoonist realizes this anew each time 
he starts to write the caption. So it is with political cam- 
paigns. We often see the real situation behind the mask, 
but can’t always at the outset put the precise caption on it. 

Yet, there is a very basic and penetrating wisdom that 
emerges in cartoons. I am confident that the same insight 
exists in full abundance among the American people. And 
that is why I personally face the future with complete and 
total confidence. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


Michigan Association of Broadcasters 


The President’s Remarks at the Association’s 
Reception. May 6, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Ken MacDonald and Tony 
Gaston and all of the members of the Michigan Broad- 
caster’s Association and guests: 

It is first a great privilege and pleasure to be able to 
come back to one of these meetings that I have attended a 
good many times—I think every time since the group has 
met here—but I also wish to thank all of you on behalf of 
Betty and myself for the beautiful gift that will be deeply 
cherished by both of us as we move ahead. And I can 
assure you that the mere fact that you have selected me for 
this first award on behalf of the Michigan Broadcaster’s 
Association is a—well, I just won’t forget it, and I thank 
you very, very much. 

You know, talking to Ken and talking to Tony brought 
back some memories and those memories go back to about 
1945, °46, °47. I had just come back from military service, 
and I was practicing law, and I wanted some activities 
involving athletics. And so, I did some color broadcasts or 
athletic broadcasts in a very minor way—probably not 
very competently—{/aughter|—for some of the football 
games. And Ken did it down there at WPAG and Tony 
did it, at that time, down at WJEF, so you know the three 
of us had a beginning and now we are Presidents. 
[Laughter] 

I am sorry Betty isn’t here, because I am sure she would 
have been able to appreciate the beautiful gift that has 
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been given. But Betty is out in California. Ever since I saw 
that Detroit News poll which showed that she got 70 per- 
cent and I got 50-some percent—[laughter|—I have de- 
cided that I ought to ask her to go around the country so 
that she could get my votes up to her polls. [Laughter] 

But Betty will express to all of you, as I have, our appre- 
ciation for this very thoughtful gift and this very fine 
award. 

I was reminiscing just before coming over here about 
some of the things that have happened, transpired, in the 
intervals between one visit that you all make to Wash- 
ington and the next one, and they come on a yearly basis. 
My memory isn’t that good that I can go back 20-some 
years ago and recapitulate or refresh my memory, but 
there are 2 years that certainly are fresh in my memory. 

Two years ago, I had just been made Vice President 
or had been Vice President for a relatively short period 
of time when I joined you on an occasion like this. And 
of course, in the interval between that meeting 2 years 
ago and this meeting that we had last year, there had 
been a very difficult time, difficult for me, extremely diffi- 
cult for the country as a whole. But it did bring about, 
I believe, in that period of time, a restoration of confi- 
dence, openness, candor, and faith in the White House. 

We tried to do it then, as we had tried to do it for 25 
years in the Congress, of being frank and candid, forth- 
right, not always agreeing with everybody, but everybody 
had their day in court and everyone felt when they left 
that their point of view had been expressed. And I would 
do my very best to maintain an objective point of view. 

So, that first 12 months between Vice President and 
President was a tough time, but I believe we came 
through that with progress, with headway. And then 
last year, you know, we met over at Tayloe House. The 
country was in pretty bad shape. If you will recollect, 
as I have on occasion, we were at the depths of a reces- 
sion, the worst recession in 40 years in this country. We 
had many serious problems. The rate of inflation was 
still too high. Unemployment in our own great State of 
Michigan had plummeted. The automobile industry was 
in serious condition. There was great despair in many 
parts of the country, and Michigan was more heavily hit 
than most States. 

But, it is nice to be here with all of you this year, 
where I keep reading about how things have changed 
in Michigan. The automobile industry is having one of 
its top years, either third or fourth in the history of the 
industry, with every week or every reporting time the 
production schedules of the automobile industry going 
up, with a resurgence of public confidence. So it is a much 
better atmosphere in which I am your guest tonight than 
it was a year ago. 

Let me say without any hesitation or qualification, as 
good as we think it is, it is not good enough. And when 
you come down here a year from now, I expect to be 
able to invite you to the White House, and we can have 


the 21st or 22d reunion in the East Room or the Red 
Room or the Blue Room or the State Dining Room. But 
I think it would be a great place to have a wonderful 
reunion and an opportunity for us to let you make the 
presentation to your second honoree, whom I will be glad 
to honor with best wishes from the President of the 
United States for the next 4 years. 
Thank you. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 7:27 p.m. at the Madison Hotel, 


The Association presented the President with the first annual Out. 
standing Citizen of Michigan Award. 


Veto of Foreign Assistance Bill 


The President’s Remarks on Signing His Veto 
Message to the Senate. May 7, 1976 


I am returning herewith without my approval S. 2662, 
which authorizes foreign aid for the fiscal year, because 
the bill would seriously obstruct the exercise of the Presi- 
dent’s constitutional responsibilities for the conduct of 
foreign affairs. 

In addition to raising fundamental constitutional prob- 
lems, this bill includes a number of unwise restrictions that 
would seriously inhibit my ability to implement a coherent 
and consistent foreign policy. While I encourage increased 
congressional involvement in the formulation of foreign 
policy, the pattern of unprecedented restrictions con- 
tained in this bill requires that I reject such congressional 
encroachment on the executive branch’s constitutional au- 
thority to implement that policy. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:24 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Veto of Foreign Assistance Bill 


The President’s Message to the Senate Returning 
S. 2662 Without His Approval. May 7, 1976 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I am returning, without my approval, S. 2662, a bill 
that would seriously obstruct the exercise of the President's 
constitutional responsibilities for the conduct of foreign 
affairs. In addition to raising fundamental constitutional 
problems, this bill includes a number of unwise restric 
tions that would seriously inhibit my ability to implement 
a coherent and consistent foreign policy : 

* By imposing an arbitrary arms sale ceiling, it limits 
our ability to respond to the legitimate defense needs 
of our friends and obstructs U.S. industry from com 
peting fairly with foreign suppliers. 
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¢ By requiring compliance by recipient countries with 
visa practices or human rights standards set by our 
Congress as a condition for continued U.S. assistance, 
the bill ignores the many other complex factors which 
should govern our relationships with those countries; 
and it impairs our ability to deal by more appro- 
priate means with objectionable practices of other 
nations. 

* By removing my restrictions on trade with North and 
South Vietnam, S. 2662 undercuts any incentive the 
North Vietnamese may have to provide an account- 
ing for our MIAs. 

* By mandating a termination of grant military as- 
sistance and military assistance advisory groups 
after fiscal year 1977 unless specifically authorized 
by Congress, the bill vitiates two important tools 
which enable us to respond to the needs of many 
countries and maintain vital controls over military 
sales programs. 


The bill also contains several provisions which violate 
the constitutional separation of executive and legislative 
powers. By a concurrent resolution passed by a majority 
of both Houses, programs authorized by the Congress can 
be later reviewed, further restricted, or even terminated. 
Such frustration of the ability of the Executive to make op- 
erational decisions violates the President’s constitutional 
authority to conduct our relations with other nations. 


While I encourage increased Congressional involve- 
ment in the formulation of foreign policy, the pattern of 
unprecedented restrictions contained in this bill requires 
that I reject such Congressional encroachment on the Ex- 
ecutive Branch’s constitutional authority to implement 
that policy. 

Constitutional Objections 


With regard to the Constitutional issues posed by S. 
2662, this bill contains an array of objectionable require- 
ments whereby virtually all significant arms transfer deci- 
sions would be subjected on a case-by-case basis to a 
period of delay for Congressional review and _ possible 
disapproval by concurrent resolution of the Congress. 

ese provisions are incompatible with the express pro- 
vision in the Constitution that a resolution having the 
force and effect of law must be presented to the President 
and, if disapproved, repassed by a two-thirds majority 
in the Senate and the House of Representatives. They 
extend to the Congress the power to prohibit specific 
transactions authorized by law without changing the 
law—and without following the constitutional process 
such a change would require. Moreover, they would in- 
volve the Congress directly in the performance of Execu- 
tive functions in disregard of the fundamental principle 
of separation of powers. Congress can, by duly adopted 
legislation, authorize or prohibit such actions as the exe- 
cution of contracts or the issuance of export licenses, but 


Congress cannot itself participate in the Executive func- 
tions of deciding whether to enter into a lawful contract 
or issue a lawful license, either directly or through the 
disapproval procedures contemplated in this bill. 

The erosion of the basic distinction between legislative 
and Executive functions which would result from the 
enactment of S. 2662, displays itself in an increasing 
volume of similar legislation which this Congress has 
passed or is considering. Such legislation would pose a 
serious threat to our system of government, and would 
forge impermissible shackles on the President’s ability to 
carry out the laws and conduct the foreign relations of 
the United States. The President cannot function effec- 
tively in domestic matters, and speak for the nation 
authoritatively in foreign affairs, if his decisions under 
authority previously conferred can be reversed by a bare 
majority of the Congress. Also, the attempt of Congress 
to become a virtual co-administrator in operational deci- 
sions would seriously distract it from its proper legisla- 
tive role. Inefficiency, delay, and uncertainty in the man- 
agement of our nation’s foreign affairs would eventually 
follow. 

Apart from these basic constitutional deficiencies 
which appear in six sections of the bill, S. 2662 is faulty 
legislation, containing numerous unwise restrictions. 


Annual Ceiling on Arms Sales 


A further objectionable feature of S. 2662 is an annual 
ceiling of $9.0 billion on the total of government sales 
and commercial exports of military equipment and serv- 
ices. In our search to negotiate mutual restraints in the 
proliferation of conventional weapons, this self-imposed 
ceiling would be an impediment to our efforts to obtain 
the cooperation of other arms-supplying nations. Such 
an arbitrary ceiling would also require individual trans- 
actions to be evaluated, not on their own merits, but on 
the basis of their relationship to the volume of other, 
unrelated transactions. This provision would establish an 
arbitrary, overall limitation as a substitute for case-by- 
case analyses and decisions based on foreign policy pri- 
orities and the legitimate security needs of our allies and 
friends. 


Discrimination and Human Rights 

This bill also contains well-intended but misguided 
provisions to require the termination of military coopera- 
tion with countries which engage in practices that dis- 
criminate against United States citizens or practices con- 
stituting a consistent pattern of gross human rights viola- 
tions. This Administration is fully committed to a policy 
of not only actively opposing but also seeking the elimi- 
nation of discrimination by foreign governments against 
United States citizens on the basis of their race, religion, 
national origin or sex, just as the Administration is fully 
supportive of internationally recognized human rights as 
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a standard for all nations to respect. The use of the pro- 
posed sanctions against sovereign nations is, however, an 
awkward and ineffective device for the promotion of those 
policies. These provisions of the bill represent further at- 
tempts to ignore important and complex policy considera- 
tions by requiring simple legalistic tests to measure the 
conduct of sovereign foreign governments. If Congress 
finds such conduct deficient, specific actions by the United 
States to terminate or limit our cooperation with the gov- 
ernment concerned would be mandated. By making any 
single factor the effective determinant of relationships 
which must take into account other considerations, such 
provisions would add a new element of uncertainty to 
our security assistance program and would cast doubt 
upon the reliability of the United States in its dealings with 
other countries. Moreover, such restrictions would most 
likely be counterproductive as a means for eliminating 
discriminatory practices and promoting human rights. The 
likely result would be a selective disassociation of the 
United States from governments unpopular with the Con- 
gress, thereby diminishing our ability to advance the cause 
of human rights through diplomatic means. 


Trade with Vietnam 


The bill would suspend for 180 days the President’s 
authority to control certain trade with North and South 
Vietnam, thereby removing a vital bargaining instru- 
ment for the settlement of a number of differences be- 
tween the United States and these countries. I have the 
deepest sympathy for the intent of this provision, which 
is to obtain an accounting for Americans missing in action 
in Vietnam. However, the enactment of this legislation 
would not provide any real assurances that the Vietnamese 
would now fulfill their long-standing obligation to provide 
such an accounting. Indeed, the establishment of a direct 
linkage between trade and accounting for those missing in 
action might well only perpetuate Vietnamese demands 
for greater and greater concessions. 

This Administration is prepared to be responsive to 
Vietnamese action on the question of Americans missing 
in action. Nevertheless, the delicate process of negotia- 
tions with the Vietnamese cannot be replaced by a legis- 
lative mandate that would open up trade for a specified 
number of days and then terminate that trade as a way to 
achieve our diplomatic objectives. This mandate repre- 
sents an unacceptable attempt by Congress to manage the 
diplomatic relations of the United States. 


Termination of Grant Military Assistance and Advisory 
Groups 


The legislation would terminate grant military assist- 
ance and military assistance advisory groups after fiscal 
year 1977 except where specifically authorized by Con- 
gress, thus creating a presumption against such programs 
and missions. Such a step would have a severe impact on 
our relations with other nations whose security and well- 
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being are important to our own national interests. In the 
case of grant assistance, it would limit our flexibility to as. 
sist countries whose national security is important to us 
but which are not themselves able to bear the full cogt 
of their own defense. In the case of advisory groups, ter. 
mination of missions by legislative fiat would impair clog 
and longstanding military relationships with important 
allies. Moreover, such termination is inconsistent with in. 
creasing Congressional demands for the kind of informa. 
tion about and control over arms sales which these groups 
now provide. Such provisions would insert Congress deep. 
ly into the details of specific country programs, a role 
which Congress has neither the information nor the or- 


- ganizational structure to play. 


I particularly regret that, notwithstanding the spirit of 
genuine cooperation between the Legislative and Execu- 
tive Branches that has characterized the deliberations on 
this legislation, we have been unable to overcome the 
major policy differences that exist. 

In disapproving this bill, I act as any President would, 
and must, to retain the ability to function as the foreign 
policy leader and spokesman of the Nation. In world af- 
fairs today, America can have only one foreign policy. 
Moreover, that foreign policy must be certain, clear and 
consistent. Foreign governments must know that they can 
treat with the President on foreign policy matters, and. 
that when he speaks within his authority, they can rely 
upon his words. 

Accordingly, I must veto the bill. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 7, 1976. 


1980 Winter Olympic Games 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing a Proposal to 
the Congress Requesting Funds for Facilities for the 
Games. May7, 1976 


First, I wish to extend my very warm welcome to all of 
you who are here today—the representatives of the Lake 
Placid Organizing Committee; Philip Krumm, president 
of the United States Olympic Committee ; Gerald Zornow, 
Chairman of the President’s Commission on Olympic 
Sports, and other commissioners of that body; distin 
guished Congressmen are also here; Gene Cowan of ABC, 
whose spectacular television coverage of the Olympics 
brought the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat right 
into the living room for myself and millions and millions of 
other Americans who were watching those spectacular 
Olympic games; and, finally and most particularly, to the 
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gven athletes who won medals on our behalf in the 1976 
Winter Olympic games in Innsbruk. 

Today, we are here to pay tribute to your recent accom- 
plishments and to consider the future of American amateur 
athletics in the Olympic efforts of this country. I doubt 
whether anybody here, except the athletes themselves, 
fully understands the tremendous sacrifices that you and 
your fellow teammates have made over the years and at 
Innsbruk in order to successfully compete in the Olympic 

es. 

I would like to thank each and every one of them on 
behalf of all Americans for the honor which your achieve- 
ments have brought to our country and for advancing the 
cause of international fellowship. 

Obviously, it makes all of us extremely proud of what 
you have done. I believe that the time is right for greater 
understanding and support of amateur athletic competi- 
tion in this country. For this reason, I appointed a Presi- 
dential Commission on Olympic Sports last year to ex- 
amine the nature of American athletic competition. Their 
report, due later this year, will assess the organization 
and the financing of amateur sports in this country and 
how it affects American participation in international 
competition, such as the Olympic games. 

An important factor in the success of American Olym- 
pic teams is the availability of first-class facilities for train- 
ing as well as competition. Many of the most thrilling 
events of the 1976 Olympics, like the bobsled races and 
ski-jumping events were held at facilities which required 
tremendous expenditures to construct. Europe, as we all 
know, has several speed skating rinks and a number of 
90-meter ski jumps. The United States, I am sorry to say, 
has only one speed skating rink and no 90-meter ski jumps. 
As a result, American athletes in these events must spend 
long months abroad to prepare for competition or they 
must, on the other hand, limit their training. 

America is very proud of her Olympic athletes and 
proud to have them take part in the great Olympic com- 
petition. I am proposing, therefore, legislation thai will 
provide special financial assistance for the 1980 Winter 
Olympic Games to be held at Lake Placid, New York. The 
funds will be used to build permanent sports facilities, in- 
cluding, among others, a speed skating rink, a 90-meter ski 
jump, and a luge run. These facilities will not only be used 
for the 1980 Olympics, but will also be available for 
United States athletes to train on thereafter. 


I know that many of the Senators and the Congressmen 
here today, like Bob McEwen of New York State, have 
worked hard to improve amateur athletics and to bring the 
1980 winter games to the United States. Hopefully, the 
Proposals that I am making and submitting to the Con- 
gress will permit the full realization of these goals. 

Thank you very much. 


Nore: The President spoke at 11:40 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 


Federal Power Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John H. Holloman III To Be a Member of the 
Commission. May7, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate John H. Holloman III, of Jackson, Miss., for reap- 
pointment as a member of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion for the term expiring June 22, 1981. He was ap- 
pointed to this position on August 5, 1975. 

Born on March 5, 1937, in Columbus, Miss., he re- 
ceived his B.A. degree from the University of Mississippi 
in 1959. He attended the University of Mississippi School 
of Law and received his LL. B. degree in 1961. 

Beginning in 1960 until 1964, Mr. Holloman was a 
member of the Mississippi House of Representatives rep- 
resenting Lowndes County. From 1961 to 1964, he was 
a partner in the law firm of Holloman & Holloman, of 
Columbus, Miss. He served on the legal staff of the 
United States Senate Judiciary Committee beginning 
in 1964 and became staff director and chief counsel in 
1967. He joined the law firm of Jolly, Holloman & Miller, 
of Jackson, Miss., in 1973. 

Mr. Holloman is married to the former Ann Scales 
Klaus, and they have two children. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


May 1 


The President met at the White House with Repre- 
sentative John J. Rhodes to discuss the Federal Election 
Commission legislation and social security legislation. 

The President met with the National Security Council. 

The President was interviewed by Barry Copeland of 
WAPI-TYV, Birmingham, Ala., Bob Jordan of WKRG-— 
TV, Mobile, Ala., and Clark Edwards of WSFA-TV, 
Montgomery, Ala. 


May 2 


The President left Washington late in the afternoon 
for a trip to Indiana and Alabama. Following a ques- 
tion-and-answer session at the Allen County War Me- 
morial Coliseum in Fort Wayne, Ind., the President pro- 
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ceeded to the Marriott Inn where he was interviewed 
by WPTA-TV news commentator Harry L. Gallagher, 
Jr. After Mr. Gallagher’s interview, the President was 
then interviewed by Mignon Smith of the Mignon Smith 
Washington-Alabama News Service. 


May 4 


Gyula Szfeker, Deputy Prime Minister of Hungary, 
paid a courtesy call on the President at the White House. 

The President met with Dr. Helmut Kohl, the Minister 
of the West German State of Rhineland Platinate and 
leader of the Christian Democratic Union-Christian So- 
cialist Union coalition. 

The President announced the appointment of Charles 
E. Braithwait, of Lowry City, Mo., as a member of the 
National Advisory Council on Economic Opportunity 
for a term expiring September 22, 1977. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Ruth 
Lewis Farkas as Ambassador to Luxembourg, effective 
upon a date to be determined. 

The President has designated the Chief Delegate, Dele- 
gates, and Alternate Delegates to attend the 29th Session 
of the World Health Assembly, the supreme governing 
body of the World Health Organization, in Geneva, Switz- 
erland, from May 3 to May 22, 1976. Members of the del- 
egation are: 

Chief Delegate: 


TueEoporE Cooper, M.D., who is the Assistant Secretary for 
Health of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 


Alternate Chief Delegate: 


S. Paut Enruicn, Jr., M.D., who is the Director of the Office of 
International Health of Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. 


Delegate: 
Puitip G. THomseEn, M.D., who is a physician from Dolton, III. 
Alternate Delegates: 


Rosert F. ANDREW, who is the Director of the Directorate for 
Health and Drug Control, Bureau of International Organization 
Affairs of the Department of State; 


Mito D. Leavitt, M.D., who is the Director of the Fogarty In- . 


ternational Center, National Institutes of Health of the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare; and 

Davw J. Sencer, M.D., who is the Director of the Center for 
Diseases Control of the Department of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare in Atlanta, Ga. 


The President transmitted to the Congress the ninth an- 
nual report of the U.S.-Japan Cooperative Medical 
Science Program. 


May 6 


The Republican congressional leadership met with the 
President at the White House. 


The President greeted the National Goodwill Worker 
of the Year, Mrs. Lani Deauville, in the Oval Office at 
the White House. 

The President hosted a White House luncheon hon- 
oring the 1949 class of the Jaycees’ 10 Outstanding Young 
Men of America. Before the luncheon, the President met 
with the members of the class in the Rose Garden. 

The President announced the following appointments: 
Danie. L. Horwitz, of Maplewood, N.J., as United States 


Representative on the Governing Body of the International Labor 
Office ; 


Betty SourHaRD Murpny and Pui.ip BucHEN as members of the 
Council of the Administrative Conference of the United States, for 
terms of 3 years; and 

Lester E. Epmonp, of Miami Beach, Fla., as the Representative 
of the United States of America on the South Pacific Commis- 
sion, for a term of 2 years. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Donald 
J. Stohr as United States Attorney for the Eastern District 
of Missouri, effective May 15, 1976. 

May 6 
The President announced the appointment of two per- 

sons as members of the Advisory Commission on Intergov- 

ernmental Relations for terms of 2 years. They are: Gov- 
ernor Daniel J. Evans, of Washington, and Governor Otis 

R. Bowen, of Indiana. 

The President has accepted the resignation of E. O. 
Larson as United States Representative on the Bear River 
Commission, effective upon the qualification and appoint- 
ment of his successor. 

May 7 
The President met at the White House with Dr. Arthur 

F. Burns, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Fed- 

eral Reserve System. 

The President has accepted the resignation of James A. 
Baker III as Under Secretary of Commerce. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
10 THE SENATE 

The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the. Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted May 4, 1976 

Maurice B. CoHILL, Jr., of Pennsylvania, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania, vice 
Louis Rosenberg, retired. 

Joun A. Fretp III, of West Virginia, to be 
United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of West Virginia for the term of 4 
years (reappointment). 

WaLTeR M. GaRRISON, JR., of West Virginia, 
to be United States Marshal for the North- 
ern District of West Virginia for the term 
of 4 years, vice Rex K. Bumgardner, 
resigned. 

MicHaEL H. Moskow, of New Jersey, to be 
Under Secretary of Labor, vice Robert O. 
Aders, resigned. 

James C. Hitt, of Georgia, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit, 
vice Griffin B. Bell, resigned. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


S. JoHn ByincrTon, of Virginia, to be a Com- 
missioner of the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission for the remainder of the term 
expiring October 26, 1978, vice Constance 
E. Newman, resigned. 


Withdrawn May 4, 1976 

S. Joun Byincron, of Virginia, to be a Com- 
missioner of the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission for a term of 7 years from Oc- 
tober 27, 1975, vice Richard O. Simpson, 
term expired, which was sent to the Senate 
on January 20, 1976. 


Submitted May 5, 1976 

GerorGE HENRY KupPER, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be Executive Director of the Na- 
tional Center for Productivity and Quality 
of Working Life (new position). 


Submitted May 7, 1976 

JOHN HOLLIDAY HOLLOMAN, III, of Mississippi, 
to be a member of the Federal Power Com- 
mission for the term expiring June 22, 1981 
(reappointment). 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 
The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 
Released May 4, 1976 
Fact sheet: on the transfer of additional 
properties under the Legacy of Parks 
program 
Released May 5, 1976 
Fact sheet: on the Federal aid to highway 
legislation approved by the President on 
May 5, 1976 (Public Law 94-280) 
Released May 7, 1976 


Fact sheet: on Federal assistance for the 
1980 Winter Olympic Games 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 5, 1976 

Pf ee Public Law 94-280 
An act to authorize appropriations for the 
construction of certain highways in ac- 
cordance with title 23 of the United States 
Code, and for other purposes. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Friday afternoon, 
May 7, for a trip to Nebraska and Missouri. Releases 
issued on the trip will be printed next week. 
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